
CRUCIAL READ
JAISH’S IED EXPERT AMONG TWO 
TERRORISTS KILLED IN PULWAMA
Pulwama: Terrorist commander of Jaish-e-Mohammad 
(JeM) Yasir Parray and a foreign ultra were killed in an en-

counter with security forces in Pulwama 
district of Jammu and Kashmir on 
Wednesday, police said. The encounter 
took place at Qasbayar area of the south 
Kashmir district. Inspector General of 

Police (IGP), Kashmir, Vijay Kumar, said one of the slain 
was Parray, commander of JeM and an IED expert. P6

RAJYA SABHA WAS 
ADJOURNED TWICE

NEXT R-DAY PARADE 
AT CENTRAL VISTA

New Delhi: Rajya 
Sabha was adjourned on 
Wednesday as the Opposi-
tion continued ruckus over 
the suspension of 12 Op-
position members of the 
House. Earlier, the upper 
house was adjourned till 3 
pm, but the protests went 
on after that also. P5

New Delhi: The Republic 
Day parade on January 
26, 2022 will take place on 
the revamped central vista 
avenue and the process 
of handing the site over to 
the local authorities is on-
going, the mega project’s 
architect Bimal Patel said 
on Tuesday.

There is no UPA now:
Didi’s barb at Cong post 
meet with Sharad Pawar
Mumbai: Declaring 
that “there is no UPA 
now” and it will be 
“very easy to defeat the 
BJP” if  “all regional 
parties are together”, 
Trinamool Congress 
leader and West Bengal 
Chief  Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee took a 
swipe at Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi on 
Wednesday when she 
said “you can’t be 
abroad most of  the 
time”. Banerjee met 
NCP chief  Sharad Pa-
war  in Mumbai and 
they spoke to the media 
after the meeting.

DEFEATING BJP WITHOUT 
CONG A DREAM, WARNS KC
New Delhi: Congress General 
Secretary KC Venugopal re-
plied to Mamata’s comments 
saying “defeating BJP without 
Congress is merely a dream”. 
“Everybody knows the reality 
of Indian politics. Thinking 
that without Congress any-
body can defeat BJP is merely 
a dream,” said Venugopal.

CM Mamata and Sharad Pawar.

ELGAAR CASE

Bombay HC allows Sudha
Bharadwaj’s default bail plea
Mumbai: The Bombay 
High Court Wednesday 
granted default bail to 
lawyer-activist Sudha 
Bharadwaj, an accused 
in the Elgaar Parishad 
case, but rejected the 
pleas of  eight others 
who had applied for bail 
on similar grounds.

A Bench of  Justices 
SS Shinde and NJ Jama-
dar directed that Bharad-
waj, who is lodged in 
Mumbai’s Byculla wom-

en’s prison, be produced 
before the Special NIA 
Court here on December 
8, for the conditions of  
her bail and date of  her 
release to be decided.

Sudha Bharadwaj

High command ‘empowers’ Gehlot
in bid against inflation, union govt!

First India Bureau

Jaipur: With CM Ashok 
Gehlot publicly endors-
ing that it is high com-
mand’s word that 
‘moves’ Congress as he 
himself  handed the en-
tire powers to the high 
command decide on the 
important Cabinet rejig 
issue and did not inter-
vene in high command’s 
decision, now it seems 

that high command, im-
pressed with Gehlot’s 
long standing loyalty to-
wards it, has decided to 
let Gehlot run the show 
for its ‘mega-rally’ to be 
held on December 12. 

Mega rally against ris-
ing inflation in country 
will now be held in 
Jaipur instead of  Delhi’s  
Ramlila Ground on De-
cember 12. Displaying 
complete confidence in 
Gehlot’s administrative 
abilities high command 
has placed its trust in 
him to make the rally a 
mega-success and there-
fore Congress gen secy 
KC Venugopal and Ra-
jasthan incharge Ajay 
Maken will come to 
Jaipur on December 3, to 
make preparations for 
the rally. Turn to P8

CM Ashok Gehlot
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Sensex jumped 619.9 points to close at 56,684. 
Meanwhile, Nifty ended the session 183.7 
points higher at 17,166. Broader markets also 
advanced. The BSE mid-cap and small-cap 
indices ended with marginal profits.

Comedian Kunal Kamra on Wednesday 
said that his shows scheduled in Ben-
galuru over the next 20 days have been 
cancelled over seating requirements to 
venues shutting down forever threats.

The country saw heaviest rainfall in Novem-
ber, the highest in five years, IMD said. It 
reported most of rains in south that claimed 
44 lives in Andhra Pradesh, 16 in Tamil Nadu, 
15 in Karnataka and three in Kerala.

SENSEX ENDS 
620 POINTS 

HIGHER, NIFTY 
AT 17,166

NOW, KAMRA’S 
BENGALURU SHOWS 

CANCELLED AFTER 
SECURITY THREATS

645 HEAVY, 168 
VERY HEAVY RAIN 

IN NOV, MOST IN 
FIVE YEARS: IMD

Omicron puts India’s 
plans to resume int’l 
flights on backburner

New Delhi: India may 
not resume scheduled 
commercial interna-
tional flights December 
15 onwards, as planned 
earlier, in light of  the 
evolving situation per-
taining to the Omicron 
variant of  Covid-19.

In an order Wednes-
day, the Directorate Gen-
eral of  Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) said: “In view 
of  the evolving global 
scenario with the emer-
gence of  new variants 
of  concern, the situa-
tion is being watched 
closely in consultation 
with all stakeholders 
and an appropriate deci-
sion indicating the effec-
tive date of  resumption 
of  scheduled commer-
cial international pas-
senger services shall be 
notified in due course”.

A senior DGCA offi-
cial confirmed that this 
means, as of  now, the 
December 15 date is be-
ing kept in abeyance.

FOUR FLIERS FROM 
‘AT-RISK’ COUNTRIES 

TEST +VE IN DELHI
New Delhi: In the wake of 

the threat posed by corona-
virus variant Omicron, four 

international passengers 
— three from Amsterdam 

in the Netherlands and 
one from London — who 

arrived at Delhi’s IGI Airport 
from ‘at-risk countries’ early 
on Wednesday tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 and have 
been sent to hospitals for 
quarantine and treatment, 

said officials. Three arrived 
from Amsterdam  and one 

from London.

PCR TEST MUST FOR 
ANYONE LANDING AT 
MUMBAI AIRPORT
Mumbai: Those flying 
to Mumbai must have 
a negative RT-PCR test 
taken within 72 hours of 
the flight, say new rules 
spurred by the Omicron 
variant. Maharashtra’s 7-day 
institutional quarantine for 
fliers from at-risk countries 
has been deferred by two 
days. In exceptional cases 
like family distress, says 
the statement, testing may 
be allowed on arrival at the 
Mumbai airport, said the 
airport officials.

CORONA CATASTROPHE

SKIES UNLIKELY TO OPEN ON DECEMBER 15 

INDIA RAJASTHAN

21
new cases

00
new fatalities

8,954
new cases

267
new fatalities

Int’l passengers subject 
to random COVID 
sampling can leave 
airport after giving 
samples: MoCA

‘This is not the way’
LOK SABHA SPEAKER OM BIRLA SLAMS 

OPPOSITION FOR CREATING RUCKUS IN HOUSE
New Delhi: On a day 
Lok Sabha functioned 
without any major dis-
ruption, Speaker Om 
Birla took strong excep-
tion to sloganeering by 
a small group of  Telan-
gana Rashtra Samithi 
MPs who have been de-
manding that the Cen-
tre introduce a uniform 
procurement policy and 
procure paddy from 
their state.

The House also wit-
nessed heated ex-
changes between the 
nine TRS members 
and a Congress MP 
from the state, Uttam 

Kumar Reddy, who al-
leged that the TRS gov-
ernment took no step 
to procure the Kharif  
season paddy.

“Members of  Parlia-

ment who are protest-
ing here should go 
back and tell their 
Chief  Minister (K 
Chandrasekar Rao) to 
buy the paddy now,” 

Reddy said, triggering 
protests by the TRS 
members.

Earlier, the Speaker 
criticised the MPs for 
their protests in the 

Well of  the House. Birla 
Wednesday said pro-
ceedings cannot take 
place normally when 
some members disturb 
the entire House. P5

You are a 
member of the 
House. Senior 

members are speaking 
and you are waving 
placards in front of 
them. Go back to your 
seats. Proceedings can’t 
take place normally 
when some members 
disturb the entire House.

—Om Birla to TRS MPs 

BILL CANCELLING THREE 
FARM LAWS GETS 
PRESIDENTIAL SIGN-OFF
New Delhi: President Ram 
Nath Kovind has signed a bill 
to cancel three controversial 
farm laws, against which 
farmers - especially from 
Haryana, Punjab and western 
Uttar Pradesh - have been 
protesting for a year. The bill 
to cancel the three farm laws 
was passed in record time in 
Parliament on Monday.

CLIMATE CHANGE HORROR

Brands like Nike, Zara, M&S, Puma 
linked to using deforestation leather, 

largest contributors to Brazilian 
Amazon rainforest destruction

The pastures for cattle account for 63% of deforestation on Amazon 
Forest in Brazil where leather industry thrives at the cost of nature.

LEATHER
SWAG KNOCKS
AMAZON FOREST DOWN

Mohd Fahad

ew research has shed 
light on the negative 
contribution of  fast 
fashion brands and de-

sign houses to the destruction 
of  the environment. The study 
by STAND.earth named the 
many brands which are at high 
risk of  contributing to the larg-
est scale deforestation in the 
Amazon rainforest owing to 
their links with leather suppli-
ers and tanneries.

HOW LEATHER IS LINKED 
TO DEFORESTATION
z Due to its significant cattle herd, 
Brazil is a key source of global 
RAWHIDE (ANIMAL SKIN THAT HAS 
NOT BEEN EXPOSED TO TANNING), and 
a significant number of leather articles 
originate from animals raised in Brazil

z The recent rise in Amazonian 
deforestation means that it is likely 
that more cattle will be raised on 
deforested land in the future

z HIDES USED IN THE LEATHER 
INDUSTRY CAN ORIGINATE FROM 
ANIMALS REARED IN DEFORESTED 
REGIONS OF THE AMAZON BIOME, 
WHICH MEANS MORE AND MORE 
LAND WILL BE DEFORESTED TO 
CREATE PASTURES FOR CATTLE

z If rates of deforestation continue 
to rise, it is likely that organisations 
involved in the leather industry may 
begin to face a growing pressure to 
assure customers, investors, and non-
government organisations that their 
products are not linked to deforestation

N

All companies sourcing directly from JBS 
(largest beef/leather company in Brazil) or 
indirectly from JBS via leather processors are 

therefore linked to deforestation of the Amazon rainforest.
—THE REPORT STATES

AMAZONIAN 
DEFORESTATION 
HAS BEEN 
IDENTIFIED AS THE 
MOST SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTOR TO 
GLOBAL WARMING 
IN THE WORLD 

RESEARCH 
BASIS
5,00,000 ROWS 
OF CUSTOM DATA

16.5MM ACRES OF 
FORESTS LOST

10 YEARS TIME TAKEN 
FOR WIDESCALE DAMAGE

100+SHOE AND 
FASHION BRANDS 
HAND IN GLOVE!

200MN BRAZIL’S 
CATTLE POPULATION

70MILLION LOCATED 
IN AMAZON BIOME
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Congress Dec 12 
‘maha-rally’ 
shifted to Jaipur



 READY FOR THE DOWNPOUR!

Jaipur residents woke up to a thick layer of haze & witnessed a drop in temperature. 
FI PHOTOJOURNALIST SUMAN SARKAR wonderfully captured Amer Fort & monkeys huddling 
to stay warm on a chilly morning. According to the Meteorological Department, there is a 
possibility of light to moderate rainfall in 16 districts and heavy rainfall at a couple of places. 
Till Wednesday morning, a drop in the day temperature and a slight increase in the night 
temperature was recorded.
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- : आपत्ति आमंत्रण सूचना : -
सूमित मकया जाता है मक मनमांमकत वयक्तयों द्ारा गैर आबािी भूमम में आवासीय/वयवसामयक पट्ा बनवाने हेतू आवेिन मकया है मकसी को 

भी इस बाबत आपमति हो तो 7 मिवस मे मय सबुत मिमखत में पेश करें। बाि अवमि मविार समभव नहीं है।
क्र.
सं. आवेदक का नाम ख.सं. क्ेत्रफल 

(वर्गरज) पता वार्ड

1 मनोज कुमार पुत्र श्ी छाजूराम शमामा 2584 74.58 राजपुत मौहलिा, थानागाजी 18 वयवसामयक
2 मनोज कुमार पुत्र श्ी छाजूराम शमामा 2584 13.33 राजपुत मौहलिा, थानागाजी 18 वयवसामयक
3 रोमहताश पुत्र श्ी हनुमान सहाय कुमहार 777 192.52 मबहारीसर, थानागाजी 2 आवासीय
4 रामबाबू पुत्र श्ी मकशन िाि भारद्ाज 2584 352.00 मांिरी 24 आवासीय
5 पयारे िाि पुत्र श्ी कजोडमि कुमावत 2584 65.33 मैन बाजार, थानागाजी 18 आवासीय
6 पयारे िाि पुत्र श्ी कजोडमि कुमावत 2584 14.88 मैन बाजार, थानागाजी 18 वयवसामयक
7 नानछयानाथ पुत्र रामसहाय नाथ 495 150.50 नाथूसर, थानागाजी 4 आवासीय
8 मेवा िेवी पत्ी श्ी ननछछुराम योगी 1334 105.00 नाथूसर, थानागाजी 4 आवासीय
9 मकरण िेवी पत्ी श्ी रमेश िनि पटवा 2584 175.97 मैन बाजार, थानागाजी आवासीय
10 मकशन कानत पुत्र श्ी रामजीिाि 2584 130.76 कुमहारों का मौहलिा, थानागाजी 18 आवासीय
11 सुनीता िेवी पत्ी श्ी बनवारी िाि कुमावत 2584 13.28 मैन बाजार, थानागाजी 20 वयवसामयक
12 बनवारी िाि पुत्र श्ी जयराम शमामा 2584 15.28 मबहारीसर, थानागाजी 2 वयवसामयक
13 नरेश कुमार पुत्र श्ी ओमप्रकाश शमामा 2584 207.14 हररजन मौहलिा, थानागाजी 17 आवासीय
14 राजेश कुमार पुत्र पूरणमि सैनी 2584 322.10 मैन बाजार, थानागाजी आवासीय
15 रामवतार पुत्र श्ी सरिार मसंह 2584 13.88 मैन बाजार, थानागाजी 20 आवासीय
16 मगरामाज प्रसाि, िेवेनद्र शमामा पुत्र श्ी गोकुि िनि शमामा 2584 245.77 खोजों का मौहलिा, थानागाजी 19 आवासीय
17 मगरामाज प्रसाि, िेवेनद्र शमामा पुत्र श्ी गोकुि िनि शमामा 2584 133.33 खोजों का मौहलिा, थानागाजी 19 आवासीय
18 मगरामाज प्रसाि, िेवेनद्र शमामा पुत्र श्ी गोकुि िनि शमामा 2584 22.66 खोजों का मौहलिा, थानागाजी 19 वयवसामयक
19 सुरजी िेवी पत्ी श्ी रामजीिाि बैरवा 2584 208.23 िमारो का मौहलिा, थानागाजी 17 आवासीय
20 मिन िाि पुत्र श्ी भबबड़राम कुमहार 2584 208.23 सकुि ग्ाउणड के पास 17 आवासीय
21 सररता िेवी पत्ी सुरेश कुमार िागी 2584 19.11 थानागाजी 17 आवासीय
22 हेमिता पत्ी अमनि कुमार 2584 14.58 थानागाजी आवासीय
23 सुनीता िेवी पत्ी श्ी बनवारी िाि कुमावत 2584 203.35 नयू काॅिोनी, थानागाजी 21 आवासीय
24 बनवारी िाि पुत्र श्ी छोटूराम रैगर 2571 186.00 नयू काॅिोनी थानागाजी 21 आवासीय
25 फूििनि पुत्र श्ी सोहन िाि कुमहार 2584 146.32 कुमहारों का मौहलिा, थानागाजी 20 आवासीय
26 मंगिी िेवी पत्ी श्ी कािूराम बिाई 2584 120.40 थानागाजी 20 आवासीय
27 मगरामाज प्रसाि पुत्र श्ी प्रभू ियाि 2584 59.22 कुमहारों का मौहलिा, थानागाजी 18 आवासीय
28 सीताराम पुत्र श्ी प्रभुियाि 2584 97.82 कुमहारों का मौहलिा, थानागाजी 18 आवासीय
29 कमिेश पुत्र श्ी पयारेिाि शमामा 2584 127.32 हरनेर, थानागाजी 7 आवासीय
30 नारायण सहाय पुत्र श्ी िािा राम गुपता 2584 75.82 थानागाजी 20 आवासीय
31 सुरजमि पुत्र श्ी िािुराम सैनी 1334 175.58 थानागाजी 20 आवासीय
32 संतरा िेवी पत्ी सुनिर िाि वाकलमकी 2571 143.41 नयू काॅिोनी, थानागाजी 21 आवासीय
33 पयारेिाि पुत्र श्ी सेडू राम िमार 2584 68.64 थानागाजी 17 आवासीय
34 शयाम िाि पुत्र गंगाराम सैनी 2584 182.67 नयू काॅिोनी, थानागाजी 21 आवासीय
35 प्रभुियाि, बुद्ािाि, गैिािाि पुत्र मुििनि, राजेनद्र पुत्र 

कािुराम, िेवी सहाय, सुरेश िनि, कमिेश पुत्र श्ी भगवान सहाय 
2584 906.69 खािी भणडार के पास, थानागाजी 17 आवासीय

(श्री अरूण कुमार शमा्ग)
अत्िशाषरी अत्िकाररी

नरर पात्लका, थानाराजरी

CONG NOT TO DECLARE 
NAMES OF CANDIDATES 
The list would not be made public due to the fear of rebellion
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The last date for 
nomination under the 
Panchayat Zila Parishad 
elections being held in 4 
districts of  Baran, Kota, 
Karauli and Dholpur dis-
tricts of  the state is to-
day. Meanwhile, the 
State Congress has final-
ised the names of  its can-
didates for Panchayat 
and Zila Parishad elec-
tions but the list would 
not be made public due 
to the fear of  rebellion.

State Congress Presi-
dent Govind Singh Do-
tasra, after holding a 
brainstorming meeting 
with the district in-
charges of  the 4 districts 
on Tuesday night, has 
decided single names out 
of  the panel of  three 
names, after which the 
in-charge of  the districts 
on Wednesday took their 
respective charge by tak-
ing the list of  candidates 
and symbols. 

67 candidates filed 79 
nominations for Zila 
Parishad while 640 can-
didates filed 782 nomina-
tions for Panchayat 
Samiti elections.

PANCHAYAT ELECTION

First India Bureau

Rajsamand: In the early 
hours of  Wednesday, the 
miscreants took away an 
ATM of  PNB Bank 
on Pipli Ka Badia  Beawar-
Bhilwara road of  Bar po-
lice station area of  Bhim 
subdivision of  the district. 

The miscreants came by 
Bolera car and robbed the 
ATM full of  Rs 6.32 lakh. 
During the ATM robbery 
incident, the people 
around woke up after hear-
ing the sound. They also 
threw stones at them to 
stop the miscreants, but 
they fled away. 

First India Bureau

Jaipur: While appeal-
ing to financially stable 
people to get their 
names removed from 
NFSA voluntarily, Food 
and Civil Supplies Min-
ister Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas said 
that the wheat availa-
ble at Rs 1 under Na-
tional Food Security 
Scheme rightfully be-
longs to the poor, the 
needy and the deprived. 
He was addressing the 
first meeting with the 
top officials of  the de-
partment.

He said that as a 
welfare measure, 
wheat is being provid-
ed to the people of  the 
state at Rs 1 and 4.46 
crore people of  the 

state are taking advan-
tage of  this scheme.

He informed that 
the Food and Civil 
Supplies Department 
has struck off  the 
names of  more than 45 
lakh ineligible people 
from the list. Rs 72.64 
crore has also been re-
covered from more 
than 80 thousand govtt 
employees taking ben-
efit of  NFSA.

PNB ATM 
UPROOTED, 
`6.32L looted

Wheat available 
at `1 belongs to 
needy, says PSK

First India Bureau

Dausa: Congress Gener-
al Secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra’s convoy, 
returning from Sawai 
Madhopur to Delhi, 
stopped at Lalsot in 
Dausa district on 
Wednesday afternoon 
where she heard the com-
plaints of  the family 
members of  a youth 
missing for the last two 
years. The family and the 
relatives are sitting on 
the dharna demanding 
the recovery of  the youth.

During this, when the 
police did not allow 
Meetalal Meena, the fa-

ther of  the missing 
youth, to meet Priyanka, 
he shouted loudly and de-
manded to trace his son.

The mother of  the 
missing youth along 
with youth leader Shiv 
Shankar Joshi pleaded 
with Priyanka to recov-
er her son with folded 
hands. Priyanka sought 
a memorandum but 

there was no document. 
On which she took 
Joshi’s mobile number 
and said that a call 
would come from her 
office and she assured 
speedy action.

Shortly after Priyanka 
Vadra passed through 
Lalsot, PCC President 
Govind Singh Dotasra 
called the victim’s family 
and heard their com-
plaint. Dotasra asked 
them to send him the 
copy of  the FIR. Three 
days ago also, while going 
from Delhi to Sawai Mad-
hopur, Priyanka stopped 
seeing the crowd of  Con-
gress workers in Lalsot.

Priyanka stops midway, assures justice 
to family of youth missing for 2 years

Patta given to paralytic 
old woman at her house

PSKS AT DOORSTEPS

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Elderly woman 
Kaushalya Devi, a resi-
dent of  Sindhi Colony 
under Sanganer zone, 
had applied for her pat-
ta. Though JMC-Great-
er officials had already 
prepared it and were 
ready to hand it over to 
her at the camp, she did 
not turn up.

When contacted, it 
came to light that 
Kaushalya Devi could 
not come as she had a 
paralytic attack and is 
bed-ridden. The offi-
cials then went to her 
house and delivered the 
patta in person. She 
showered the officials 
with blessings.

Meanwhile, Sunnalal 
and his wife Kalyani 

Devi of  Ambedkar Na-
gar slums,  waiting 
since 1999, got pattas at 
a camp. Ram Swarup 
Gujjar of  Mansinghpu-
ra in Malviya Nagar 
zone, waiting for last 5 
years to avail his patta, 
received it at a camp.

PSKS: RHB can 
hire staff on 
contract basis
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The state gov-
ernment authorised the 
Rajasthan Housing 
Board to engage man-
power on contract for 
Prashasan Shehron ke 
Sang campaign to ad-
dress the problem of  
staff  shortage. An order 
in this regard was is-
sued after the approval 
of  UDH minister Shanti 
Dhariwal. The govern-
ment has already fixed 
the rates.

Meanwhile, NGOs 
will be able to get free 
land allotment. The in-
stitutions can now be 
allotted 2000 sqm land 
in municipal area, 1500 
sqm in municipal coun-
cil area and 1000 sqm in 
municipalities.

Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur. BJP state pres-
ident Satish Poonia 
has hit back at CM 
Ashok Gehlot’s state-
ment of  restructuring 
the cabinet. Speaking 
to reporters at the BJP 
headquarters, Poonia 
termed Gehlot as ‘the 
chieftain of  liars’. 

He said both the Ge-
hlot and Congress 
party are also fighting 
the last battle of  exist-
ence. After three 
years, the form in 

which the cabinet has 
been reconstituted 

and after that MLAs 
like Dayaram Parmar, 
Bharat Singh are rais-
ing questions on it, it 
is clear that now no 
leader will believe the 
Chief  Minister for 
any post.

Poonia said that the 
address of  Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah will be made live 
through social media. 
He said that the party 
is currently doing all 
the programmes keep-
ing in view the 2023 
elections. 

SATISH POONIA CALLS CM 
GEHLOT ‘CHIEFTAIN OF LIARS’

Satish Poonia, Rajendra Rathore, Arun Chaturvedi, Alka Gurjar, Vasudev Devnani, Sandeep 
Sharma, Bhajan Lal Sharma, Jitendra Gothwal & others discussed preparations for Amit Shah’s 
December 5 visit at the BJP headquarters on Wednesday.

Kaushalya Devi was elated 
on receiving the patta at her 
doorsteps as she could not 
visit the camp.

Meeting of State 
Working Commit-
tee would be held 
in three sessions 
each, on both the 

days for which all 
MLAs & MPs 

have been called.
—Dr Satish Poonia, 

BJP State President

14 NEPAL NATIONALS FITTED WITH JPR 
FOOT FREE OF CHARGE BY BMVSS
Jaipur: Fourteen Nepal nationals with amputated 
leg were provided with Jaipur Foot and calipers 
here by the makers of the Jaipur Foot, Bhagwan 
Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata Samiti, the Samiti said 
on Wednesday. Eight women and six men travelled 
from Kohalpur in Banke district of Nepal to Jaipur 
where they were fitted with artificial limbs and cali-
pers by the BMVSS free of cost, it said in a release. 
They have been suffering for a long time because of 
the lack of artificial limbs and calipers and now they 
can walk easily, said D R Mehta, the founder and the 
chief patron of the BMVSS. — PTI 

Jaipur: The impact of inflation on the common man 
does not seem to stop. Petrol, gas companies today 

increased the prices of commercial 
gas by Rs 101. This is a setback for 
people in the wedding season. Earlier, 
oil companies had made commercial 
gas cylinders costlier by Rs 266 in 
November last month. There has been 
an increase of 48 percent in the prices 
of commercial cylinders. However, 

it is a matter of relief that the oil companies have in-
creased the prices only on commercial cylinders, there 
is no change in the prices of domestic gas cylinders. 

COMMERCIAL 19 KG LPG CYLINDER PRICE 
HIKED BY `101; TO COST `2,116 NOW

NEWS DIGEST



First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Apart from film 
producers, directors, ac-
tors, the officials from 
Prime Minister Office 
will also attend the wed-
ding of  Vicky Kaushal-
Katrina Kaif  as special 
guests. 

According to the in-
formation received from 
the sources, the PMO 
has been approached the 

Collector’s office to give 
protocol. Along with 
this, the route chart has 
also been sought from 
the collector’s office on 
behalf  of  the PMO.

Five PMO officers 
will reach Sawai Mad-
hopur to attend the 
wedding. Along with 
the tiger safari, the spe-
cial guests will also 
visit the Chambal gha-
rial safari. The hotel 

and event company is 
busy with all the prepa-
rations for wedding. 

For this, the manage-
ment of  Hotel Six Sens-
es reached the Chambal 

Ghat of  Sawai Mad-
hopur and took stock of  
the arrangements. “Af-

ter getting instructions 
from the hotel manage-
ment, now arrange-
ments are being made 
to conduct Chambal 
Gharial Safari. At 
present, the list of  
these guests has 
not been made 
available by the 
hotel manage-
ment,” said 
Sumer Singh 
Rajawat, a 
travel agent 
at Chambal 
Gharial Sa-
fari.

PMO officials to attend Vicky-Katrina wedding!
VIKAT WEDDING BELLS

FORT BARWARA FULLY BOOKED

Six Senses Fort Barwara in Sawai Madhopur is 
completely sold out around the dates of Katrina 

Kaif and Vicky Kaushal’s wedding. Katrina and 
Vicky, fondly called ViKat by their fans, are set 
to tie the knot in lavish wedding festivities from 
December 7 to 9. “We are completely booked 
from December 5 to December 11. Rooms can be 
booked post December 12,” a staff member from 
the hotel said. The duo has never confi rmed their 
relationship publically.

Tiger safari and Chambal gharial 
safari on cards for special guests
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BSF PERSONNEL OFFER SWEETS TO PAK 
RANGERS ON 57TH FOUNDATION DAY
Barmer: On its 57th Foundation Day, Border Security 
Force (BSF), which is guarding the Indo-Pak border, 
has given celebration to its counterpart Pak rang-
ers. Though exchanging celebration sweets on some 
occasions like Independence Day, Republic Day, Holi, 
Diwali, and Eid is quite common between BSF and 
Pak rangers, it was for the fi rst time when BSF has 
shared celebrations of its foundation day with its 
Pakistani counterpart.  — Mukesh Mathrani 

LEOPARD FOUND ON ROOF OF GUEST HOUSE 
IN SARISKA, STAFF EVACUATED SAFELY
Alwar: A leopard sighting in Sariska was far more 
spectacular than a tiger sighting. On Tuesday even-
ing, a leopard suddenly came on the roof of a guest-
house in Sariska. As soon as the 
guesthouse staff learned about 
the leopard’s presence, the entire 
staff rushed out. Even when people 
exited the main route, they came 
to a halt. Shankar Singh, a Sariska 
Ranger, said, “On Wednesday even-
ing, a leopard came to the roof of the guesthouse. It 
stayed there for about 10 minutes and then went away. 
Leopards have been spotted in the guest house and 
forest building on numerous occasions.

NEWS DIGEST

BOY STEALS `3 LAKH FROM HOME TO PLAY 
PUBG, FAMILY ACCUSES NEIGHBOUR
Jhalawar: The addiction of playing online games on 
mobile phones is forcing youngsters to go to any 
extent. In a fresh instance, a 13-year-old boy stole 
more than Rs 3 lakh from the safe in his house situ-
ated on Gagron Road area of the city and spent the 
money in playing the online game ‘PUBG’. His family 
has registered a case with Kotwali police accusing 
the neighbouring shopkeeper, the owner of ‘E-Mitra’ 
store, of taking advantage of the boy Aryan Kashy-
ap’s addiction and blackmailing him. 

Two students in Jaipur, one in Bhilwara test positive, 10 news cases in Jaipur
First India Bureau 

Sikar/Jaipur: A Sikar 
resident, who came 
from Holland and was 
about to return, tested 
positive for Covid-19 on 
Tuesday. This was Sikar 
district’s first case after 
a gap of  61 days. 

The young man was 
quarantined along with 
his family. He had come 
from Holland a month 
back and was preparing 
to return along with his 
family. The youth got 
the RTPCR test done 
along with his wife on 
Monday for journey 
purpose but his report 
came out to be positive. 
Although the young 
man has no symptoms 
of  corona.

Meanwhile, two  stu-
dents in Jaipur and one 
in Bhilwara have also 
tested positive. Jaipur 
CMHO Dr. Narottam 
Sharma said one girl is 
studying in Jayshree 
Periwal School, but she 
was not going to school 
for the last 10 days and 
was studying online. 

A few days ago, a 
member of  her family 
was found infected. An-
other student is of  a 
private school at Dehar 
Ke Balaji. 

COVID-19 
UPDATE

9,54,806
TOTAL CASES

21 IN A DAY

9,45,648
TOTAL RECOVERED

8,955
TOTAL DEATHS

0 IN A DAY

203
ACTIVE CASES

115 IN JAIPUR

The state government aims to make the state 
AIDS-free by 2030, Health Minister Parsadi Lal 

Meena said on Wednesday. Addressing a state-level 
function on World AIDS Day, he said people with 
AIDS can lead a normal life by taking medicines 
regularly. Praising the organisations working for 
the welfare of AIDS patients, he said they are doing 
exemplary work in bringing such people into the 
mainstream. “Through the Chiranjeevi Swasthya 
Bima Yojana, the government is giving insurance of 
up to Rs 5 lakh to the people and also providing free 
medicines and diagnostics,” Meena said.

AIM TO MAKE RAJASTHAN AIDS-
FREE BY 2030: HEALTH MINISTER 

Mayor flays company 
for poor garbage mgmt

Resident docs 
continue strike, 
boycott work

Indore woman 
raped in Ajmer

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The Jaipur As-
sociation of  Resident 
Doctors continued their 
strike on Wednesday. 
Other services have 
been boycotted, with 
the exception of  emer-
gency assistance. 

Residents are pro-
testing the delay in 
NEET PG counselling, 
which is currently be-
fore the Supreme Court 
with hearing sched-
uled for January 6. 
However, no official 
statement has been 
given by the central 
government till now.

On Wednesday, the 
resident doctors issued 
a letter to SMS Princi-
pal Dr. Sudhir Bhandari, 
warning that if  given 
any service other than 
emergency services, 
they will boycott the 
entire job.

The resident doctors 
said that the boycott 
will continue until their 
demands are met.

Ajmer: A woman who 
came from Indore to 
Ajmer in search of  job 
was allegedly raped by 
a hotel owner in Ajmer 
on the pretext of  getting 
her a job. She came to 
Ajmer for an interview 
and called the accused, 
who asked to take rest 
in the hotel room but 
raped her there.

JDA seals 
Illegal building
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The Enforce-
ment Branch of  JDA 
sealed a four-storey il-
legal building on 
Wednesday. 

Taking strict action, 
30 flats in the building 
were also sealed during 
the drive while the mat-
ter of  two flats remains 
pending in the court. 
Chief  Controller of  En-
forcement Branch 
Raghuveer Saini in-
formed that two illegal 
towers with 16 flats in 
each were illegal con-
structions.

Ziauddin Khan 

Jaipur: Municipal cor-
poration greater Mayor 
Sheel Dhabhai on 
Wednesday lashed out 
at the representative of  
BVG Company for the 
poor management of  
the garbage in the city.

She along with the 
corporation officials 
visited Jhotwara zone 
for the second consecu-
tive day and directed 
the company officials 
to clean the city after 
expressing displeasure 
over the garbage 
dumped at Queens 
Road, Gandhi Path, 

Chitrakoot Road, Gurd-
wara Road, Nursery 
Circle, Amrapali Cir-
cle, and Gautam Marg.

Dhabai also asked 
the corporation offi-
cials to take action 
against the company.  

On her directions, a 
caring charge amount-
ing to Rs 5,000 was col-
lected from those who 
were littering the 
roads.

Meanwhile, she in-
structed officials 
to take strict action 
against the plot 
owners who allow peo-
ple to dump trash in 
their spaces.

Jaipur Municipal Corporation Greater Mayor Sheel Dhabhai 
inspects city areas on Wednesday.

State coal crisis deepens as C’garh 
halts clearance of  Parsa coal mines

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Former Minis-
ter and BJP MLA Kali-
charan Saraf  has taunt-
ed PM Narendra Modi 
by messaging on What-
sApp that “Whoever 
hugged Modi, his gov-
ernment fell”. 

When Rahul Gandhi 
hugged, his president 
post went away. Now 

Modiji should also em-
brace Xi Jinping, Imran 
Khan, Kejriwal, Ud-
dhav.” This message has 
been sent to many peo-
ple from Saraf ’s number. 

The text is going viral 
on social media and ap-
pears to have questioned 
PM Modi’s ‘hug diploma-
cy’ with a sarcastic tone. 
Saraf  mentioned that the 
one who sent him this 
message has sent a re-
quest to our PM to hug 
these people—Xi, Imran 
Khan, Kejriwal, Uddhav. 
“Hope PM sir will con-
sider this request.”

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Coal crisis is 
once again set to hit 
power production in 
Rajasthan due to non 
clearance by Chhattis-
garh government to 
the new phase of  Parsa 
coal mines allotted to 
Rajasthan.

Chhattisgarh CM 
Bhupesh Baghel is not 
giving clearance to the 
new phase of  Parsa 

coal mines.
So much coal has al-

ready been extracted 
from the mine that now 
only one month’s coal is 
left. Rajasthan also does 

not have any other op-
tion regarding coal sup-
ply because purchasing 
coal from the open mar-
ket will be too expen-
sive for the state.

Rajasthan CM Ashok 
Gehlot was able to get 
the clearance of  Parsa 
Mines in Chhattisgarh 
from two Central Min-
istries but now the 
clearance is stuck in 
the Congress-ruled 
Chhattisgarh.

Energy Minister 
Bhanwar Singh Bhati 
said that Gehlot had 
written a letter to the 
Chhattisgarh CM in 
this regard. 

I-T raid on Jewellery 
group unearths black 
money worth `500 cr
New Delhi: The In-
come Tax Department 
has detected undis-
closed income of  more 
than Rs 500 crore after 
it recently raided a 
Jaipur-based group en-
gaged in manufactur-
ing and export of  jewel-
lery and coloured gem 
stones, the CBDT said 
on Wednesday.

Around 50 premises 
were searched by the 
department during the 
raids launched on No-
vember 23. The tax de-
partment also seized Rs 
4 crore cash and jewel-
lery valued at Rs 9 crore 
during the action 
against the unidenti-
fied group.

“So far, detection of  
undisclosed income of  
more than Rs 500 crore 
has been made in the 
group, out of  which an 
aggregate amount of  Rs 
72 crore has been admit-

ted by the respective 
group entities as their 
undisclosed income,” 
the CBDT said in a 
statement.

The CBDT claimed 
that the “rough of  semi-
precious and precious 
stones is imported from 
African countries and 
the same is processed in 
Jaipur.”

“The yield of  cut and 
polished stones is sup-
pressed and part of  it is 
sold in cash, generating 
unaccounted income 
which is not recorded in 
the books of  accounts,” 
it alleged.  —PTI

Saraf shares  joke on PM’s bear hug

Children have tough time visiting SMS hospital with their parents.  —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

 International 
fl ights will not re-
sume from Dec 15

 257 percent 
increase in cases in 
November as com-
pared to October

 In November, 
365 new patients 
recorded

 Maximum 196 
cases in Jaipur, 
2nd is Ajmer with 
57 cases

 In October, only 
102 patients were 
found

 In September, 
232 patients were 
found

HOLLAND-BOUND MAN
TESTS +VE IN SIKAR

Resident doctors continue their 
strike.

Ashok Gehlot
@ashokgehlot51

I appeal to the Govern-
ment of India to take a 

quick decision regarding 
the booster dose so that 
the health of people with 
weak immunity can be 

taken care of. We have to 
be alert and take neces-

sary steps in time so that 
situations like the second 

wave of COVID-19 do 
not happen again.
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK

When meditation is 
mastered, the mind is 

unwavering like the flame of 
a lamp in a windless place.

—Bhagavad Gita

IN-DEPTH

Rajnath Singh 
@rajnathsingh

Best wishes to the wonderful people of 
Nagaland on their Statehood Day. The 

state is known for its natural beauty and 
vibrant culture. Praying for Nagaland’s 
continuous growth and development.

Smriti Z Irani 
@smritiirani

The paradigm shifted in 2014; A stable 
Government and bold Leadership 
boosted the world’s confidence in 

India @sgurumurthy Ji’s article makes 
for an interesting read.

TOP TWEETS

NO JOKING, AFTER 
FARUQUI IT’S 
KUNAL KAMRA 
SHOW WHICH 
GETS CANCELLED

fter stand-up come-
dian Munawar 
Faruqui cancelled 
his show in Bengalu-
ru, it was Kunal 

Kamra who was forced to call 
off  his show. The organizers of  
Faruqui’s show were told by the 
police that it could lead to law 
and order problems. A frustrat-
ed Faruqui, who spent a month 
in jail for a joke which some 
Hindu fundamentalists said he 
intended to make, said in a so-
cial media post, “Nafrat jeet 
gayi, artist haar gaya. I am 
done…” It is not about Faruqui, 
a Muslim, but our inability to 
appreciate satire and comedy. 
Kunal Kamra, another comic, 
was also warned against stag-
ing his show in Bengaluru.

Kamra tweeted that his show 
was cancelled “over threats to 
shut down the venue… I suppose, 
I am seen as a variant of  the vi-
rus now.”

Laughing does not mean 
standing in a park and guffawing 
as a yogic exercise. It is about 
spontaneity. “Laughter is a med-
icine”, a magazine column, was 
all about jokes.

A

ven as there is 
global alarm over 
the new Omicron 
variant of  Covid, 
cheerful news 

came from the economy which 
grew by a healthy 8.4 percent 
in the second quarter of  2021-
22. Data released by the Na-
tional Statistical Office has 
given hopes of  a double-digit 
growth in the financial year 
2022. This is slightly better 
than RBI’s projection of  7.9 
percent. The growth comes on 
the back of  all-round growth 
in different sectors like agri-
culture, manufacturing, con-
struction sector, services sec-
tor and private consumption. 
Services sector, which saw a 
contraction of  16.1 percent 
bounced back with a healthy 
8.2 percent growth in July-

September quarter.
Despite the promising pro-

jections, the shadow of  Omi-
cron requires a cautious ap-
proach not just towards the 
new variant of  the virus but 
also towards its economic fall-
out. The government is taking 
all possible precautions to 
avert any pandemic-like situ-
ation and has put in place 
strict testing and quarantine 
rules for those arriving from 
the affected African nations. 

Several countries have al-
ready banned flights from 
these countries as they watch 
the situation unfold. Noted 
virologist Dr Gagandeep 
Kang is of  the view that travel 
ban is not the answer to the 
Variant of  Concern (VOC) but 
tracking and quarantine of  
those infected will be a better 
approach. She also warned 
that the mutant may escape 
immune response.

Yet the fear of  the virus 
has not dampened the spirit 
of  economic revival, not-
withstanding the soaring 
prices and a low consumer 
confidence level. If  people 
adhere to the protocol of  
wearing masks and hand-
washing there is no reason 
why growth trajectory can-
not be maintained.     

ECONOMY MAY BRUSH 
ASIDE VOC THREAT

 Data released by the 
National Statistical 
Office has given hopes 

of a double-digit 
growth in the 

financial year 2022

E

LOOKING BACK, 
GOING AHEAD

s we slowly inch towards the 
end of  2021 it would be worth 
looking at how the year 
panned out for humanity and 
in particular the business 
world. The year started with 
the world still mired in the 
Covid19 pandemic though a 
solution in the form of  vac-
cines formulated diligently by 
a few pharma companies slow-
ly started appearing on the 
horizon. But even before we 
could test and rejoice the suc-
cess of  vaccines, came the sec-
ond Covid wave sweeping 
across many countries. The 
toll was huge as was its sudden 
appearance. To make matter 
worse, the impact and brutal-
ity of  it took many by surprise.

With chaos all around 
amidst an obvious shortage 
of  life-saving medicines and 
healthcare equipment, sur-
vival became paramount. 
Though it took some time 
eventually we braved the sit-
uation well and helped us 
emerge that much tougher.

As we confidently look for-

ward, many organizations 
amongst us who have been 
fortunate enough to come out 
unscathed of  the pandemic 
owe a lot to five ‘R’s namely 
Resolve, Recover, Reimagine, 
Reform and Resurgence.
z Many organisations exhib-
ited strong resolve in smother-
ing the impact of the pandemic 
on their business. They were 
quick to adapt to the chang-
ing scenario and embraced 
technology as working remotely 
became the norm. Employee-
safety and Business-continuity 
called for a deft balancing act. 
Working-from-office gave way 
to working-from-anywhere as 
what mattered most was one’s 
deliverance. Physical offerings 
got merged with Digital ones 
giving us an all-new ‘Phygital’ 
experience – and one that’s go-
ing to stay for long now.
z Economists have come 
up with varying degrees of 
estimate that prove the global 
economy ravaged by Covid19 
dipped into the negative zone, 
shrank massively and erased 
trillions of dollars cumulatively. 
Recovering fully from this 
economic damage may well 
take a few years. Reactivating 
both supply chain and distribu-
tion networks poses an arduous 
challenge for many businesses. 
Sectors like Hospitality and 
Tourism have faced massive 

blows, but most indicators 
point that we are in the midst of 
a swift V-shaped recovery.
z Many were taken aback once 
the magnitude of the pandemic 
truly dawned upon them. It 
compelled to quickly revisit 
the drawing board looking for 
alternative and viable solutions. 
Problems never faced before 
were to be dealt with effectively 
by reimagining the future pos-
sibilities. This not only has-
tened technology adoption and 
improvisations but also opened 
doors to boost business per-
formance in the fast-changing 
landscape. 
z There’s no denying that 
many amongst us loathe to 
change. Those who loved 

sticking to a routine and stay-
ing within their comfort zone 
were brutally forced to reform. 
Showing flexibility to every-
day situations almost became 
mandatory as there were no 
rules or handbooks to look up 
to. Innovative ways were not 
only encouraged but became 
de rigueur. Old started giving 
ways to new as reforms – often 
silently – swept across the 
business world. Noticeably, 
long-term behaviour change 
has been set in motion courtesy 
of the Covid19 pandemic.
z Many organizations rewrote 
their SoPs and understood that 
practices like routine office 
meetings or across-the-table 
interviews weren’t necessary. 
These lost their efficacy with the 
changing time. Many also drew 
contingency plans to handle 
curveballs thrown their way and 
became agile to mission-critical 
projects. Resetting goals, recti-
fying flaws, and learning quickly 
from a global crisis heralded a 
visible resurgence in multiple 
sectors.

The corporate world of  
2022 may not look different 
extrinsically, but inherently 
huge transformations have 
happened to help us to 
emerge smarter and strong-
er, collectively. 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

A

SABYASACHI DUTTA
The writer is a business executive with more 

than two decades of corporate experience 
spanning across the globe

The year started with the 
world still mired in the 

Covid19 pandemic though a 
solution in the form of 

vaccines formulated 
diligently by a few pharma 

companies slowly started 
appearing on the horizon. But 

even before we could test and 
rejoice the success of vaccines, 

came the second Covid wave 
sweeping across many 

countries. The toll was huge 
as was its sudden appearance. 

To make matter worse, the 
impact and brutality of it 

took many by surprise

With chaos all around 
amidst an obvious 
shortage of life-

saving medicines and 
healthcare 

equipment, survival 
became paramount. 

Though it took some time 
eventually we braved the 

situation well and 
helped us emerge that 

much tougher
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Rakesh Ranjan

New Delhi: The Ap-
pointment Committee 
of  the Cabinet on 
Wednesday appointed 
BJP spokesperson Dr. 
Sambit Patra as the 
chairman of  India 
Tourism Development 
Corporation (ITDC).

Since Dr. Patra is a 
medicine and surgery 
man, it will be interest-
ing to see how he medi-
cates the sick PSU or 
whether he goes for a 
‘surgical operation,’ 
without going for unnec-
essary medication.  Ear-
lier, he was an independ-
ent director on ONGC.

Dr. Patra’s appoint-
ment follows the simul-
taneous ACC  clear-
ance of  the Ministry of  

Tourism’s proposals 
for splitting the ITDC’s 
single post of  CMD 
into two separate posts 
of  chairman and man-
aging director. So the 
first part of  nominal 
surgery is already done 
for Dr. Patra to facili-
tate his job. 

Dr. Patra will hold the 
post of  part-time non-
executive Director and 

Chairman of  ITDC for a 
period of  three years 
from the date of  as-
sumption of  charge or 
until further orders, an 
official release stated.

The release also stat-
ed that the tenure of  
1990 batch IAS officer 
Ganji Kamala V Rao as 
ITDC managing direc-
tor will continue till 
further orders.  
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Rakesh Ranjan

New Delhi: NDMC 
chairman Dharmendra, 
a 1989 batch IAS officer, 
is seen to have the supe-
rior experience to his 
competitors for post of  
Delhi chief  secretary 
that will fall vacant in 
January 2022 when Vi-
jay Kumar Dev may take 
VRS in preparation for 
his new assignment as 
election commissioner 
of  Government of  NCT 
of  Delhi in April 2022. 

Dharmendra is said 
to have all the right 

qualifications for CS 
job. He has served in 
Ministry of  Housing & 
Urban Affairs and as the 
incumbent chairperson 
of  NDMC, he has gath-
ered the skills to handle 
affairs of  the Capital. He 
has also earned good-
will by his quiet & com-
petent way of  doing his 
job without causing any 
controversy.  

Dharmendra could 
have been the sole 
choice if  luck had not 
thrown a spanner by an 
unpredictable turn of  
events. The Mizoram 

state government wants 
the recently-appointed 
1988-batch AGMUT cad-
re officer Renu Sharma, 
who was not too long 
ago appointed the state 
CS, replaced by an of-
ficer who knows the 
Mizo language. Of  
course, the Mizoram 
government’s move is 
seen as curious if  not 
highly objectionable. 
However, the central 
government, not to be 
seen as insensitive to an 
‘ordinary’ demand of  
the Mizoram govern-
ment, may accede to the 

state CM’s request. 
So, when Sharma re-

turns, Central govern-
ment may be under 
compulsion to find her a 
respectable slot befit-
ting her CS stature. 

That’s how she has 
entered selection scene 

of  a new CS for Delhi. 
She is said to have, like 
Dharmendra, gathered 
creditable experience 
for handling Delhi’s af-
fairs from her previous 
posting as Principal 
Secretary of  Finance & 
Urban Development.  

Interestingly , 
Arunachal Pradesh CS 
Naresh Kumar is also 
an aspirant for the job. 
However, his prolonged 
dispute with a 
1985-batch IAS officer 
and several complaints, 
including anonymous 
and frivolous ones, may 
ruin his chances. 

Government has a lot 
of  other choices as well. 
Manoj Kumar Parida 
(1986 batch IAS), Satya 
Gopal (1988), and ACS 
(Urban Development) 
Pravin Kumar Gupta 
(1989) are also in the 

reckoning but the short 
residual service of  Pari-
da and Satya Gopal may 
neutralise their chanc-
es. Parida and Gopal are 
slated to retire in Febru-
ary and July 2022.

Since the period of  
residual service does 
matter in consideration 
for top posts, Naresh 
Kumar and P K Gupta, 
scheduled to retire in 
November 2023 and Jan-
uary 2024 do qualify for 
consideration on this 
count. Dharmendra has 
longest residual service 
till September 2025 

while Renu Sharma 
will remain in service 
till October 2024.

Even though a few 
others too may have 
chances for considera-
tion, they are way too 
junior to be taken seri-
ously as real aspirants. 

Even the ruling AAP 
leadership is awaiting 
the Centre’s decision for 
this top position. The 
reason is obvious as 
chief  minister Arvind 
Kejriwal may not be in 
a mood to hurt his cause 
of  emerging as a PM 
contender.

Next Delhi Chief Secretary: Choices obvious yet not limited 

Won’t apologise to re-enter 
Rajya Sabha: suspended MPs
New Delhi: Twelve sus-
pended Rajya Sabha 
MPs of  the opposition 
parties holding day-
long protests in front of  
the Mahatma Gandhi 
statue inside the Parlia-
ment complex will con-
tinue to do so every day 
till their suspension is 
revoked.
Opposition party lead-
ers including Congress 
MP Rahul Gandhi 
staged a protest at the 
Gandhi statue.

The leaders termed 
the suspension order 
“autocratic” and assert-
ed that they will not 
apologise for “raising 
people’s issues”.

“Our protest will go 
on until this illegal sus-

pension is revoked. Our 
MPs have been protest-
ing in LS and RS. “Eve-
ry day from 10-11 am 
Opposition MPs are pro-
testing and will contin-
ue to do so. The sus-

pended MPs are also 
sitting in protest and 
will do so every day 
from 10 am to 5 pm in 
front of  the Gandhi stat-
ue,” said Ripun Bora, a 
suspended MP. —PTI

New Delhi: The pro-
ceedings of  the Rajya 
Sabha were adjourned 
for the day on 
Wednesday amid unre-
lenting protests by op-
position members over 
the issue of  suspension 
of  12 MPs.

When the House as-
sembled at 3 pm follow-
ing an adjournment 
post-lunch, the opposi-
tion members again 
started their protest in-
side the Well and contin-
ued their sloganeering.

The members did not 
allow Union Minister 
for Jal Shakti Gajendra 

Singh Shekhawat, who 
was moving The Dam 
Safety Bill, 2019 for con-
sideration in the House, 

to complete his speech.
Bhubaneswar Kalita, 

who was presiding the 
proceedings of  the Up-

per House, persuaded 
the opposition members 
to return to their seats 
and allow the minister 

to complete his speech.
As soon as the House 

resumed in the after-
noon, Deputy Chair-

man Harivansh, who 
was in the chair, asked 
Union Minister for Jal 
Shakti Gajendra Singh 

Shekhawat to move the 
bill. He also assured the 
agitating members that 
Leader of  Opposition 

Mallikarjun Kharge 
would be allowed to 
speak on the suspension 
of  12 members of  the 
House, once they return 
to their seats.

Earlier, when the 
house met at 2 pm, Dep-
uty Chairman Hari-
vansh, who was in the 
chair, asked Shekhawat 
to move The Dam Safety 
Bill for consideration in 
the House. The minister 
moved the motion for 
consideration of  the bill 
by the House and there-
after, the deputy chair-
man asked him to speak 
on the bill. —PTI

RS ADJOURNED AMIDST OPPN PROTEST
LS too was adjourned till noon amid protests by TRS over farmer issue; 12 suspended MPs wont apologise for re-entering RS

WINTER SESSION OF PARLIAMENT

Reproductive tech 
Bill: Oppn flags 
exclusion of 
singles, LGBTQ

MPLADS 
RESTORED, MPs 
TO GET `2 CR 
FOR 2021-221 

AN INSULT OF 
FARMERS, SAYS  
KHARGE 

New Delhi: Opposi-
tion members in Lok 
Sabha Wednesday 
attacked the govern-
ment for excluding 
live-in couples, 
single men and the 
LGBTQ community 
from the ambit of the 
Assisted Reproduc-
tive Tech (Regula-
tion) Bill, 2021, at-
tacking legislation as 
“discriminatory” and 
“patriarchal”. Con-
gress member Karti 
P Chidambaram, who 
opened the debate on 
Bill, said: “This law 
is not a Hindu law, it 
is actually a Victorian 
law.” He invoked 
the Mahabharata 
and Puranas several 
times.

New Delhi: Govern-
ment has restored 
Member of Parlia-
ment Local Area 
Development Scheme 
(MPLADS) for the 
remaining part of 
2021-21 with release 
of Rs 2 crore per 
MP in one install-
ment, Parliament was 
informed on Wednes-
day. “The Govt has 
approved restoration 
of MPLADS during 
the remaining part 
of the financial year 
2021-22 with release 
of MPLADS fund 
at the rate of Rs 2 
crore per Member 
of Parliament in one 
instalment,” Statistics 
Minister Rao Inderjit 
Singh said in LS.

S lamming Centre 
for not having a 

record of farmers who 
died during farm stir, 
LoP in RS Mallikarjun 
Kharge said it is an 
“insult” of farmers. He 
said, “If govt doesn’t 
have a record of 700 
people then how they 
had collected data of 
lakhs of people during 
pandemic. 

New Delhi: The Centre 
on Wednesday said it 
has no record of  farm-
ers who died during the 
agitation against the 
farm laws.

In its response to a 
question on whether it 
proposes to provide fi-
nancial assistance to 
the kin of  farmers who 
died during the agita-
tion, the Ministry of  
Agriculture and Farm-

ers’ Welfare replied in 
the Parliament that it 
has “no record in the 
matter and hence the 
question does not 
arise.” On the third day 
of  the winter session, 
the Leader of  Congress 
Party in Lok Sabha 
Adhir Ranjan Chowd-
hury raised the issue of  
the death of  farmers 
during the protest 
against farm laws. —PTI

No record of farmers who 
died during stir: Centre

‘CBI probe in 64 cases pending for 5 yrs’
New Delhi: A total of  
64 cases are under CBI 
investigation for more 
than five years, the 
government informed 
Parliament on 
Wednesday.

In a written reply to a 
question in the Lok Sab-

ha, Minister of  State for 
Personnel Jitendra Sin-
gh said as many as 1,256 
cases are under investi-
gation by the Central 
Bureau of  Investigation 
(CBI) and of  these, 64 
are pending for more 
than five years. —PTI

Anita Hada

New Delhi: West Bengal 
CM and TMC Supremo 
Mamata Banerjee is put-
ting more power than 
even the BJP in defeat-
ing the Congress in the 
Assembly elections of  

five states to be held next 
year. Although Didi’s 
party TMC is not in any 
fight in these five states, 
yet Mamta has put her 
feet everywhere and is 
running a campaign to 
harm the Congress in 
some way or the other. 
She took former Con-
gress CM Luizinho Fle-
rio in Goa and merged 

him in her party, and 
made him responsi-
ble for ‘coup’ against 
Congress in Megha-
laya. She broke the 
Congress in the east-
ern state too. The 
breakup of  Megha-
laya will have a ma-
jor impact on Ma-

n i p u r. 
While 

s h e 

has already brought 
Congress leader Sush-
mita Deb with her in As-
sam, now campaign to 
break Congress is going 
on in Manipur. In UP, 
Mamata has included 
old Congress leaders 
Rajesh Pati Tripathi & 
Lalitesh Pati Tripathi in 
TMC. She has openly 
said that if  Samajwadi 
Party national president 
Akhilesh Yadav wants, 
then she is ready to help 
him. She is helping SP in 
UP both directly and in-
directly. In this way, in 
Goa, Manipur & UP, 
where polls will be held 
next year, Mamata is do-
ing politics to harm Con-
gress.

As far as Punjab is 
concerned, she is not di-
rectly involved in the 

politics of  Punjab but 
she is helping Aam Aad-
mi Party from behind 
the scenes and has en-
gaged her election strat-
egist Prashant Kishor in 
this work. It can also be 
said that Kishor is work-
ing according to her 
strategy to harm Con-
gress in Punjab. He has 
also been an election 
strategist for the Aam 
Aadmi Party and has 
also been an advisor to 
Captain Amarinder Sin-
gh, who recently broke 
away from Congress and 
formed a new party. 
Through them, Mamata 
is harming Congress by 
helping these two.

Now the question is, 
what is Mamata’s think-
ing behind harming 
Congress? In fact, 

Kishor has explained to 
her that if  she has to be-
come the pivot of  Oppo-
sition politics, then, for 
that, the Congress has to 
be weakened. If  the Con-
gress breaks down and 
loses in the states, it will 
not be able to become the 
centre of  politics in its 
efforts of  Opposition 
unity before 2024. At that 
time, Mamata can come 
to the centre by replac-
ing the Congress. In this 
way, by making Didi cen-
tre of  Oppn politics, 
Kishor is making her 
PM candidate for 2024 
polls. To make it a Modi 
vs Mamata in next Lok 
Sabha polls, Congress 
needs to be weak. In this 
work, indirect support 
of  other Congress allies 
is also with Mamata.

IS GOAL OF PM POST AT EPICENTRE 
OF DIDI’S ONGOING ‘WAR’ ON CONG? 

Patra appointed as ITDC 
chairman in ‘surgical op’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge along with 
Opposition MPs protest outside Parliament on Wednesday.

Proceedings of RS adjourned following sloganeering by Opposition MPs during Winter Session of Parliament on Wednesday. 

LOK SABHA ADJOURNED
New Delhi: Lok Sabha proceedings were ad-
journed till noon on Wednesday amid continuous 
protests by members of the TRS over farmer 
issues. This is the third consecutive day that the 
Question Hour was disrupted since the winter 
session of parliament commenced on Monday. 
Members of the TRS shouted slogans and dis-
played placards over farmer issues in the Well of 
the House during the Question Hour. Speaker Om 
Birla told the protesting members it was not the 
right thing to do and emphasised that the Ques-
tion Hour was important.

—
SANSADTV

Mamata Banerjee

Dr. Sambit Patra
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RANAUT REACTS 
AS PLEA FILED IN 
SC AGAINST HER

Mumbai: Controversy’s 
favourite child Kangana 
Ranaut has declared 
herself the ‘most 
powerful woman’ in the 
country after a plea was 
filed against her in the 
Supreme Court. Plea has 
been submitted in the 
Supreme Court seeking 
censorship of the actor’s 
future posts on social 
media to maintain law 
and order situation in 
the country. Kangana’s 
Twitter account was 
permanently suspended 
earlier this year for 
‘repeated violations of 
Twitter rules’.

FIR against FB CEO Zuckerberg 
over post against Akhilesh Yadav 

New Delhi: Launching 
a veiled attack on the 
Centre over the LPG 
price hike, Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi on 
Wednesday said the 
sentiments of  the rhet-
oric fell with rising in-
flation. 

Rahul Gandhi’s re-
marks came after the 
national oil marketing 
companies have in-
creased the price of  
commercial 19kg LPG 
cylinder by Rs 100.50, 
taking the new price to 
Rs 2,101 in Delhi, in-
formed the sources on 
Wednesday. This is the 
second-highest price of  

19kg commercial cylin-
der after 2012-13 when it 
used to cost around Rs 
2,200 per cylinder. —ANI

Rahul Gandhi attacks Centre 
over inflation, LPG price hike

PM Modi to launch 
projects worth ̀ 18k cr 
in Dehradun on Dec 4

      IN THE COURTYARD

New Delhi: PM Naren-
dra Modi will visit Deh-
radun to inaugurate and 
lay the foundation stone 
of  multiple projects 
worth around Rs 18,000 
crore on December 4. 

As per the official 
note released by PMO, 
PM Modi will lay the 
foundation stone of  pro-
jects which includes the 
Delhi-Dehradun Eco-
nomic Corridor which 
will be built at a cost of  
around Rs 8,300 crore. It 
will significantly reduce 
the travel time from Del-
hi to Dehradun from six 
hours to around 2.5 
hours. It will have seven 

major interchanges for 
connectivity to Harid-
war, Muzaffarnagar, 
Shamli, Yamunanagar, 
Baghpat, Meerut and 
Baraut. It will have 
Asia’s largest wildlife 
elevated corridor (12 
km) for unrestricted 
wildlife movement.—ANI

New Delhi: A case has 
been registered against 
Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg over an al-
leged controversial post 
against SP chief  Akh-
ilesh Yadav. The case 
has been filed at a court 

in UP’s Kannuaj dis-
trict. Along with Zuck-
erberg, the lawsuit also 
named 49 others, a me-
dia report reveals. In-
terestingly, Zuckerberg 
himself  has not posted  
defamatory post. —PTI

New Delhi: The Con-
gress’s alliance in Goa 
with a former BJP ally 
ahead of  polls next year 
has drawn a trenchant 

attack from TMC leader, 
which had pursued par-
ty for a collaboration.

TMC MP Mahua Moi-
tra’s tweet targets Goa 
Forward Party led by 
ex-minister Sardesai, 
which sealed an alli-
ance with the Congress 
Tuesday evening.  —ANI

Rahul Gandhi addresses media outside parliament.

PM Narendra Modi

Rahul Gandhi
@RahulGandhi

In the past, a job in 
the railways was a 

matter of honor, there 
are no jobs in railways 

today. Soon, there 
will be no railway like 
before! Stop injustice 
from the public. We 

want #JusticeForRail-
waysStudents

‘GOA, YOU’RE BETTER THAN THIS’
...TMC AS BJP’S 
EX-ALLY PICKS 
CONGRESS

Mahua Moitra
@MahuaMoitra

INC win 17 seats in Goa 2017, 
BJP won only 13. Yet while 
AICC’s Digvijay Singh “ob-
served” , BJP sealed deal with 
GFP to form unholy govt. GFP 
suddenly on poll eve realises 
BJP is evil, hugs INC! Come on 
Goa- you’re better than this!

New Delhi: Incidents 
of  infiltration and ter-
rorist attacks have de-
creased significantly in 
Jammu and Kashmir 
since 2018, MoS for 
Home Nityanand Rai 
informed RS on 
Wednesday. Minister 
shared data regarding 
details of  estimated net 
infiltrations and ter-
rorist incidents since 
the year 2018. —ANI

INCIDENTS TOOK 
PLACE IN J&K...
October 2020 to October 
2021, 251 terrorist inci-
dents took place in J&K 
followed by 14 in Sep-
tember, 36 in August, 26 
in July, 22 in June and 
13 in May, 12 in April, 11 
in March, 7 in February 
and 8 in January. Total 
28 incidents reported in 
December 2020, 15 in 
Nov and 22 in October.

Terrorism, infiltration dropped in J&K after 2018: Centre
Jaish’s IED expert among 2 
terrorists killed in Pulwama

Central government on 
Wednesday shared data 
with Rajya Sabha

Cong leader asked if it 
is a fact that there is a 
rise in attacks in J&K

Terrorist commander of JeM Yasir and a foreign ultra were killed.

Nityanand Rai visited Border Security Force Sector headquarters in Kupwara on September 30.

Srinagar: Terrorist 
commander of  Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) Ya-
sir Parray and a foreign 
ultra were killed in an 
encounter with securi-
ty forces in Pulwama 
district of  Jammu and 
Kashmir on Wednesday, 
police said. “Terrorist 

commander of  pro-
scribed #terror outfit 
JeM Yasir Parray, an 
IED Expert & foreign 
terrorist Furqan # neu-
tralized. Both were in-
volved in several terror 
#crime cases. A big 
#success,” the IGP said 
in a tweet.  —ANI

CONG LEADER 
SHARMA ASKS 
NITYANAND RAI

Rai’s reply came as 
Congress leader 

Anand Sharma asked 
“whether 
it is a fact 
that there 
is a rise in 
incidents 
of Infiltra-
tion and 
terrorist attacks in 
J&K” & “number of 
terror attacks during 
October 2020-Octo-
ber 2021”. He also 
asked about “casu-
alties suffered by 
Paramilitary forces 
and J&K Police”, and 
“number of terrorists 
apprehended and 
killed during last 12 
months”.

51

143

infiltration incidents 
reported in 2020

infiltration incidents 
reported in 2018

28
infiltration 
incidents 
reported 

up to 
October 
31, 2021

INFILTRATION INCIDENTS REPORTED 

141 infiltration incidents 
reported in 2017

The world is rac-
ing to decode the 
genome of  the 

Omicron Covid strain 
and figure out how far it 
has spread. At stake are 
millions of  lives and the 
global economy, which 
is still recovering from 
the havoc wrought by 
the Delta variant.

Data at this time 
shows Omicron was in 
circulation well before 
it was flagged in South 
Africa last week. The 
US, India and China - 
the three countries 
worst affected by the 
entire pandemic - have 
not yet reported Omi-
cron cases. Internation-
al airports across India 
have begun stringent 
screening and testing 
of  incoming passen-
gers, particularly those 
from ‘at risk’ countries. 
A senior doctor at the 
government-run ICMR, 
however, told it is likely 
Omicron is already pre-
sent in country. —ANI

WORLD RACES TO TRACE 

OMICRON
12 countries 
confirm 
Omicron is 
more lethal 
than earlier 
variants...

z Quarantine manda-
tory for passengers 
coming from at-risk 
countries in Maha

z Covid test must for 
int’l passengers ar-
riving in Karnataka

z Punjab orders 40k 
testing daily amid 
possible third wave 

z Sequencing results 
of Delhi travellers for 
Omicron awaited

z Meerut starts 
monitoring of people 
coming from foreign 

z Saudi Arabia detects 
1st case of new 
Omicron variant

z Malaysia bans entry 
of travellers from 
eight countries 

z Japan begins admin-
istering Covid-19 
booster shots 

z WHO urges countries 
to take ‘rational’ 
measures against 
Omicron variant

z Moderna vaccine 
is less effective 
against Omicron

OMICRON UPDATES

THE ‘OMICRON’ VARIANT COULD 
OUTCOMPETE DELTA: SA EXPERT
Johannesburg: Omicron coronavirus 
variant detected in southern Africa could 
be the most likely candidate to displace 
the highly contagious Delta variant, the 
director of South Africa’s communicable 
disease institute said.

Geneva: DG of the WHO Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that 
the first meeting of the organization’s commission to discuss new 
treaty on the pandemic will take place on March 1, 2022, and its 
final document will be presented in 2024. “I welcome your com-
mitment to hold the first meeting of the INB no later than the first 
of March 2022, and to submit its outcome for consideration to 
the World Health Assembly in 2024,” Tedros said.

1ST MEET 
OF WHO 

OVER NEW 
PANDEMICS 
TO BE HELD 

ON MARCH 1 

ASSAM LEADER 
LYNCHING: PRIME 
ACCUSED DIES 

BANK UNIONS 
THREATEN TWO-DAY 
NATIONWIDE STRIKE

Guwahati: The prime 
accused in the lynch-
ing of AASU leader 
Animesh Bhuyan died 
on Wednesday, allegedly 
in a road accident while 
trying to flee police 
custody. Niraj Das was 
among 13 arrested, 
including his father and 
brother, after Bhuyan 
was beaten to death on 
a busy street in Jorhat. 
Das had “revealed some 
information on a hidden 
drug assignment”, and 
that they were escorting 
him around 1.30 am.

New Delhi: The United 
Forum of Bank Unions 
(UFBU), an umbrella 
body of 9 unions, has 
given a call for a two-
day strike from Dec 16 
to protest against the 
proposed privatisation 
of two state-owned lend-
ers. In the Union budget 
presented in February, 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman had an-
nounced the privatisa-
tion of 2 PSBs as part of 
its disinvestment plan. 
Strike notice for Dec 16 
& Dec 17 is served.

MANJINDER JOINS BJP AHEAD OF PUNJAB 
POLLS IN BIG BLOW TO EX-ALLY AKALI DAL

BENGALURU: CONGRESS LEADER CAUGHT ON 
CAMERA ‘PLANNING MURDER’ OF BJP MLA

New Delhi: BJP made a key acquisition ahead of Pun-
jab polls, but at cost to its ex-ally Akali Dal. Manjinder 
Sirsa, an Akali Dal leader 
close to Badals, joined 
ruling party. BJP is in 
touch with many Jat Sikh 
leaders like Sirsa in Pun-
jab. The party’s strategy 
for polls is to tap disgrun-
tled leaders from Cong and AD, shore up its prospects 
in a state where it has only ever played second fiddle.

Bengaluru: A video clip showing Congress leader 
Gopalkrishna talking about “killing” and “finish-
ing” Karnataka MLA SR 
Vishwanath of the BJP 
has gone viral on social 
media. The video clip 
shows Gopalkrishna 
purportedly planning the 
murder of Vishwanath, 
who represents Bengaluru’s Yelahanka in K’taka As-
sembly. Police said the video was “undated” and that 
they were probing the matter.

CRUCIAL READ

GUJARAT RIOTS: SC 
DISMISSES ZAKIA, 
TEESTA’S PETITION

New Delhi: SC has 
passed an announce-
ment regarding the Gu-
jarat riot case in 2002. 
The Supreme court has 
dismissed the plea and 
petition from Zakia and 
Teesta. SIT said that 
Teesta wants to keep the 
pot boiling of the Gujarat 
riots and this agony 
must come to an end. 
Teesta still demands that 
Supreme Court should 
provide closure on the 
matter. According to the 
sources, there was no 
material or evidence to 
lodge the charge sheet 
and take probe forward.
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APEX COURT AGREES TO HEAR 
APPEAL AGAINST NGT ORDER  
Supreme Court directed to stop the light and sound programme in the area 
Nirmal Tiwari

Jaipur: The Supreme 
Court Wednesday 
agreed to hear an ap-
peal by the Depart-
ment of  Archaeology 
and Museums of  Ra-
jasthan and others 
against the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) 
order directing the 
state to shut all the 
restaurants operating 
in the notified forest 
area of  Nahargarh 
Wildlife Sanctuary/
Nahargarh Fort in 
Jaipur from today.

While issuing notice 
on the plea, the Apex 
court asked the counsel 
appearing for the appel-
lants to stop the light 
and sound programme 
in the area.

How are you ag-
grieved? Why are you 
allowing non-forest 
activities there, a 
bench of  Justices S Ab-
dul Nazeer and Krish-
na Murari told senior 
advocate Manish Sing-
hvi, who was appear-
ing for the appellants 
-- Department of  Ar-
chaeology and Muse-
um and others.

COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES AT NAHARGARH FORT

3RD ANNIV OF GEHLOT GOVT

TTT
SETBACK TO TOURISM IN JAIPUR! 

ASI held with `20k 
bribe after struggle
First India Bureau 

Bharatpur: In a ma-
jor action, local Anti-
Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) sleuths caught 
Assistant Sub-Inspec-
tor (ASI) Ramveer 
Singh, who was the in-
charge of  RBM police 
beat here, red-handed 
when he was receiving 
a bribe of  Rs 20,000 on 
Wednesday.

ACB sources said 
that seeing the sleuths 
approaching, ASI Sin-
gh locked the gate from 
inside, forcing the 

team to break open the 
gate and seize the 
bribe amount from 
him. Singh was accept-
ing gratification from 
a woman for arresting 
a person against whom 
she had filed a police 
complaint. 

 ACB TO BOOK LADY SI, OTHERS 

Gehlot responsible for stir 
by jobless in Lko: Pramod

Jobless from Rajasthan staging a protest in Lucknow by lying on the ground on Wednesday.

Prepare drafts of development & 
welfare policies, directs CS Arya
First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Chief  Secretary 
Niranjan Arya said that 
on the occasion of  third 
anniversary of  the state 
government, new poli-
cies for public welfare 
and development would 
be unveiled by the de-
partments of  Transport, 
Tourism, Forest and En-
vironment, Information 
and Public Relations 
and Information Tech-
nology. He directed the 
officers to prepare the 
draft of  these policies at 
the earliest and com-
plete the process with all 

due  approvals.  Arya 
was presiding over a 
meeting with the senior 
most officers of  these 
departments at the sec-
retariat on Wednesday. 

“All the departments 
should provide a list to 
the Planning Depart-
ment , which have been 

completed in the last 
months or are about to 
start in the coming days. 
These schemes and 
works will be inaugu-
rated or the foundation 
stones will be laid in the 
celebration of  the 3rd 
anniversary,” he said.

Policies on e-vehicle, 
public transport, CNG, 
tourism unit, film pro-
motion, digital policy, 
start-up and other sub-
jects will be issued. Ad-
ditional Chief  Secretar-
ies, Principal Secretar-
ies, Secretaries & Heads 
of  Departments gave in-
formation about plans.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur/Lucknow: The 
protest by unemployed 
youth of  Rajasthan in 
Lucknow is now taking 
a political colour. Con-
gress leader Acharya 
Pramod Krishnam has 
blamed Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot for this 
movement and putting 
his own troubles around 
Priyanka Gandhi’s 
neck. Pramod tweeted, 
“Chief  Minister Ashok 
Gehlot ji should imme-
diately talk to the un-
employed people of  Ra-
jasthan who are protest-
ing outside the UP Con-
gress headquarters and 
find a solution to the 
problem. It is not prop-
er to put your troubles 
in the neck of  Priyanka 
Gandhi ji.”

The unemployed 
have been on a hunger 
strike outside the Uttar 

Pradesh Congress head-
quarters for the last 5 
days for their 22-point 
demands. The unem-

ployed youth say that 
the Congress govern-
ment has flouted them 
in Rajasthan. 

HEMARAM EXTENDS SUPPORT
Jaipur: Forest and Environment Minister Hemaram 
Choudhary has now come in favour of contractual 

workers who have been agitating 
for the last several days demand-
ing regularization of job. “We had 
promised in the election manifesto 
to regularise the contractual work-
ers. That is why they are sitting on 

dharna. I raised the issue of regularising contract 
workers in the fi rst cabinet meeting after becoming 
a minister,” he said. 

A woman tourist looking at a closure notice pasted on the gate of Padao restaurant on Wednesday.  —PHOTOS BY SUMAN SARKAR

The closure of Padao is likely to affect tourism in the city as a 
number of foreign tourists too visited it.

Unemployed youth from Rajasthan sleeping on the ground 
in-front of the Congress offi ce in Lucknow.

Two trucks drivers burnt alive 
First India Bureau 

Suratgarh: Two per-
sons were burnt alive 
in a horrific road acci-
dent on National High-
way 62 in Suratgarh on 
Wednesday. 

The accident took 
place near Rajiyasar 
village on the National 
Highway, where two 
trucks caught fire after 

a head-on collision. 
The drivers of  both the 
trucks were burnt 

alive in the fire. An as-
sistant in a truck saved 
his life by jumping 
from the burning ve-
hicle. After the colli-
sion, both the trucks 
also collided with a 
car parked 
outside a house. The 
fire brigade brought 
the fire under control 
after a struggle of  
about 1 hour. 

Phones seized from Ajmer jail
First India Bureau 

Ajmer: During a 
search operation, the 
authorities of  Central 
jail here confiscated 
five mobile phones, a 
few SIM cards and 
some accessories from 

the inmates late Tues-
day night. Despite the 
presence of  Rajasthan 
Armed Constabulary 
(RAC) jawans and the 
jail guards, the prison-
ers are regularly be-
ing supplied such ma-
terials clandestinely. 

Trucks in fl ames. 

Niranjan Arya

Ramveer Singh



Let us do our bit to make the 
world pollution free - not for 
ourselves but at least for the 

coming generations.
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Jaipur: In the inability 
to appoint a new and 
permanent Chairman 
of  RPSC, state govt has 
opted for a ‘stop-gap ar-
rangement’ under which 
the reins of  RPSC have 
been handed to senior-
most member Shiv Sin-

gh Rathore, till the new 
Chairman is appointed. 
Interestingly, Rathore 
also has merely 2 months 
of  his term left and after 
completing 6 years of  
membership, Rathore 
will retire on January 
30, 2022, after which a 
new Chairman will have 
to be appointed.

Hailing from Jodhpur, 

Shiv Singh is merely 49 
years old and was ap-
pointed member of  
RPSC during BJP govt 
on January 30, 2016. It is 
said that he is a close 
confidante and trusted 
individual of  former CM 
Vasundhara Raje.
A gold medalist in MSc, 
Rathore has conducted a 
study on falling ground-
water level of  Jodhpur & 
has written papers on 
the same subject while 
also suggesting actions 
to better situation.

The state govt, with-

out waiting for Rathore’s 
retirement, could also 
appoint a Chairman be-
fore his term ends. Fur-
thermore, RPSC’s an-
other member Ramu 
Ram will also retire on 

July 5, 2022 and after 
him Rajkumari Gurjar 
will retire on Dec 7, 2022.

If  Rathore retires on 
30 January 2022, it will 
be a major coincidence 
since CS Niranjan Arya 
will also retire the same 
day. Interestingly, since 
state govt could not de-
cide on who to appoint as 
new chairman, there-
fore, for time being, deci-
sion has been postponed 
till Congress’ ‘Maha-Ral-
ly’ of  December 12. Now 
senior-most member 
Shiv Singh Rathore will 

remain in charge of  
chairman Meanwhile, 
file of  Rathore holding 
the acting Chairman 
charge has reached Raj 
Bhawan from CMO for 
approval and although 
Guv Mishra is not in Raj 
Bhawan at present as he 
has gone to attend a wed-
ding, in such a situation, 
approval will be given 
after returning from 
marriage on Thursday. 
Meanwhile, some politi-
cal, non-political per-
sons have also joined the 
race for RPSC chairman!

Some political, non-political persons join race!
APPOINTMENT OF NEW CHAIRMAN AT RPSC

INVEST RAJASTHAN – 2022 SUMMIT

First India Bureau

New Delhi: Rajasthan 
Government’s upcom-
ing Invest Rajasthan 
2022 Summit, is starting 
its prelude from the 
New Delhi. The invest-
ments are majorly pro-
posed in the industries 
across the state i.e. 
Ghiloth, Bhiwadi, 

Neemrana, Jaipur, 
Udaipur, Alwar and 
many other districts 
where RIICO has dev 
special zones over yrs.

Notably some of  the 
marquee investors have 
lined-up the huge pro-
jects such as Renew 
Power has proposed to 
invest Rs. 50,000 crore 
in Renewable Energy 

and Solar Module man-
ufacturing in various 
districts, JK Lakshmi 
has proposed to invest 
about Rs. 4,250 Crores 
in Nagaur, Udaipur and 
Alwar for cement man-
ufacturing and lime-
stone mining; JK Ce-
ment has proposed in-
vestment of  Rs 1,500 cr 
in Jaisalmer and more.

State bags investment commitments 
of over `78k cr from Delhi roadshow

(From Left) Mayank Bansal, Kanwaljeet Jawa, Dhiraj Srivastava, Ashutosh AT Pednekar, Shakuntala Rawat, Shubhra Singh, Sanjay 
Sabboo, Madhav Singhania and Gaurav Rungta at Invest Rajasthan road show held at Hotel Le Meridien in New Delhi on Wednesday.

• MoUs worth 
Rs 68,698 Cr and 
LoIs worth Rs 
10,099 Cr signed
• Renew Power, 
JK Lakshmi, 
Lenskart, 
OKAYA EV, 
among top 
investors
• 28 more such 
road shows 
throughout the 
country are 
planned

Leadership of 
Raj has carved 
policy frame-

work in a way that can 
accelerate growth of  fo-
cus sectors. RIPS 2019 
scheme of incentives, 
MSME Policy, SWS, OSS 
have made investment 
easy. —Shakuntala Rawat, 

Industries Minister of Rajasthan

Mahesh Sharma

Jaipur: Even after days 
have passed since Chief  
Minister Ashok Gehlot 
‘revamped’ his cabinet, 
one of  his newly induct-
ed ministers, BSP turn-
coat Rajendra Gudha, 
was acting rather 
‘miffed’ for the past sev-
eral days without ever 
hinting at the issue sur-
rounding his anger 
while making question-
able remarks that have 
twice presented a ‘bad 
image’ of  government.

However, Wednesday 
saw Gehlot putting his 
foot down and conduct-
ing his own ‘surgical 
strike’ to make Gudha 
‘fall in line’ as he initi-
ated ‘Operation Rajen-
dra Gudha’!

While Gudha was 
purportedly ‘angry’ for 
the last several days and 
due to this ‘displeasure’ 

did not join the ministe-
rial post, on Wednesday 
morning Gehlot handed 
over the command of  
this operation to Dhar-
mendra Rathore.

This was followed by 
meetings at the Marriott 
Hotel at 9 in the morn-
ing when Rathore took 
Gudha to the five-star 
hotel to meet with state 
in-charge Ajay Maken 
and PCC Chief  Govind 
Singh Dotasra. After 
this, Rathore took Gud-
ha to the CMR where 
Maken and Dotasra 
were also present and in 
the presence of  all these, 
Gudha accepted taking 
charge of  the ministry 
and entered his ministe-
rial bungalow in a gov-
ernment car, a sign that 
he has formally accept-
ed the position. Later he 
reached his constituen-
cy Udaipurwati by gov-
ernment car.

Gehlot’s ‘surgical strike’ to 
pacify Rajendra Gudha!

Anita Hada

Jaipur: In Rajasthan 
phone tapping case, 
Delhi police’s crime 
branch has sent yet an-
other notice to Lokesh 
Sharma, OSD to CM Ge-
hlot and called him for 
questioning on Decem-
ber 6 at 11 am. It is for 
4th time that a notice 
has been sent to Lokesh 
under Sec 41.1 warning 
of  arrest for non-com-
pliance of  notice. HC 
has put a stay on his ar-
rest, if  any, till Jan 13, 
2022 as next hearing of  
case is to be held on Jan 
13 in Delhi HC. As per 
sources, Gehlot camp is 
quite alert on suspected 
involvement of  some 
‘internal forces’ in time 
& against raising this 
issue with Delhi police.

Lokesh gets 
another notice 
from Delhi cops

PHONE TAPPING

Meanwhile, failing to find suitable 
candidate, state govt opts for ‘stop gap 
arrangement’ and hands over charge to 
senior most member Shiv Singh Rathore

(From L) Dharmendra Rathore, Govind Singh Dotasra, Ajay Maken 
and Rajendra Gudha at Marriott Hotel on Wednesday.

 CONDOLENCES...

Jagdeesh Chandra pays floral tributes to prominent lawyer Kailash 
Chand Sharma, who died of heart attack at 78 recently at his Bani 
Park residence on Wednesday. Also seen here, IAS Rajesh Sharma.

Jaipur: CM Ashok Gehlot has 
given the approval to increase the 
number of Chiranjeevi Mitras and 
to avail their services till March 
31, 2022, in view of increase in 
empaneled hospitals under the am-
bitious Mukhyamantri Chiranjeevi 
Swasthya Bima Yojana. In order to 
assist the patients, the empaneled 
private hospitals have the facility 
of a helpdesk in which the services 
of Covid Assistants are availed as 
Chiranjeevi Mitras. If a hospital is 
unable to provide services they will 
guide in a particular case.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Appointments 
have started on the 
posts of  district presi-
dents that have been 
vacant for one and a 
half  years in the Con-
gress and on Wednes-
day the grand old party 
announced the ap-
pointment of  district 
presidents of  13 dis-
tricts. Along with the 
District President, 

Treasurer and two 
spokespersons have 
also been appointed.

Notably, after the re-
volt of  the Sachin Pilot 
camp, on July 16 2020, 
all the Congress offi-
cials were dissolved in 
the district units. The 
posts of  district presi-
dents were lying vacant 
for the last one and a 
half  years. Now, the an-
nouncement has been 
made in the districts 

without any dispute.
In cities having two 

municipal corpora-
tions, two district heads 
have been appointed as 
a result two district 
presidents have been 
made in Jodhpur city. 
Now two district presi-
dents are to be made in 
Jaipur city and Kota 
city also which are yet 
to be announced. Ear-
lier, there were 39 dis-
tricts in the Con-
gress, but now there 
will be 42 district 
presidents. The re-
maining two-thirds 
of  the district heads 
are to be announced in 
the days to come.

TO STRENGTHEN CONGRESS PARTY’s BASE

...APPOINTMENTS OF DISTRICT 
PRESIDENTS OF 13 DISTRICTS

MLA Hiralal Megh-
wal, Jodhpur rural

Salim Khan, Jodh North

Naresh S, Jodh South

Sunita Githala, Sikar

Fateh Khan, Barmer

Harisingh Rathore,
Rajsamand 

Ramjilal Odh, Dausa

Umaid Singh Tanwar,
Jaisalmer

Yogesh Mishra, Alwar

Ramcharan Meena,
Baran

Yashpal Gehlot, Bikaner 

Zakir Hussain 
Gasawat, Nagaur

Adv Virendra Singh 
Gurjar, Jhalawar

z `500/month to Chiran-
jeevi Mitras for mobile 
recharge

z 534 private hosps 
registered in scheme

z Covid-19 Health 
Assistant to hospi-
tals as Chiranjeevi 
Mitras

z Chiranjeevi Mitras to 
help patients, their family 
in getting a referral to other 
affiliated hospitals 

THE NEW DISTRICT PRESIDENT ARE...

CHIRANJEEVI MITRAS EXTENDED TILL MAR 31

From Jaipur, Sitaram Agrawal has 
been made treasurer, Swarnim 
Chaturvedi and RC Chaudhary 
have been made as spokespersons

1,000 POSTS OF 
LECTURERS, RS 
200 CR APPROVED
Jaipur: CM Ashok 
Gehlot on Wednesday 
approved recruitment 
of 1,000 more posts of 
college lecturers and 
also approved a budget 
of Rs 200 crore for the 

construction of 
new col-
leges. Gehlot 
directed that 

to maintain 
quality of 
edu in govt 
colleges.

CM APPROVES BUDGET OF `68 
CRORE UNDER SC, ST SCHEME

GEHLOT, MAKEN, DOTASRA MEET

Jaipur: Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has ap-
proved an additional budget provision of Rs.68 
crore under the Scheduled Castes, Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Scheme. The deci-
sion will help in providing immediate financial 
assistance to the victims of harassment in the 
state who belong to Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes.

From P1

Notably, Gehlot, Maken and Dotasara held a 
meeting on Wednesday morning where Gehlot 
had put the proposal in front of high com-
mand to hold the rally in Jaipur to which the 

party high command gave its immediate assent 
and approved Gehlot’s proposal. It has been 
learnt that party president Sonia Gandhi and for-
mer president Rahul Gandhi will attend the rally. 
AICC has announced rally on December 12.

Centre is running expenses by 
selling govt institutions: Dhariwal
Bhanwar S Charan

Kota: Taking a jibe at 
Centre over rising infla-
tion, UDH Minister 
Shanti Dhariwal on 
Wednesday said Centre 
is running expenses by 
selling govt institutions 
but what should poor 
man do run his home.

“The inflation has 
put so much pressure 
on the common man. 

Everything has become 
expensive. Centre is 
only filling the coffers 
of  the industrialists 
and does not care about 
the common man,” he 
told reporters. He said 
that Centre has started 
handing over govt insti-
tutions, which were 
started by Congress 
govts, to private hands 
and govt is running its 
expenses by selling it.

Guess who is it? A sex 
CD creates a flutter!
Jinendra Shekhawat

Jaipur: Nearly a decade 
back, a CD became the 
cause of a massive turbu-
lance in politics of state 
and owing to obscene 
content of CD and its 
aftermath, the then govt 
had to loose sitting min-
ister and a MLA had to be 
put in prison. While that 
time has passed, it seems 
that there is yet another 
‘CD kaand’ in the offing! 
Word in the ‘relevant 
political circles’ and the 
‘high profile’ political cor-

ridors of Delhi & Jaipur is 
that a sex CD has come to 
the fore of a ‘high profile 
OSD’  associated with a 
stalwart Congress leader 
for past 15 yrs. It is said 
CD is associated with a 
NGO in Jhotwara-Vidyad-
har Nagar area & surpris-
ingly, even a loyal MLA is 
being told to have a role 
in this. It is being said 
that a few months back, 
top leadership was also 
informed about this CD 
but everyone is not keen 
on exposing it for different 
reasons & it appears that 
this CD will die its natural 
death forever due to ‘po-
litical compulsions’.

Shiv Singh Rathore

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot



This Throwback 
Thursday, City 

First brings you a 
classic- The Sound of 

Music! Watch this 
movie to understand 

that music is beyond the 
borders of language – 

music is the expression of 
love, togetherness, and the 

human spirit- drown today in  
the heartwarming sound of music.

THE SOUND 
OF MUSIC

his is a tough one! What 
do I love about ‘The 
Sound of  Music’ – EVE-
RYTHING! 

The music is incom-
parable, the story 
heart-warming (and 

true), the direction and charac-
terisations are close to excellent 
… I want nothing more! 

The Sound of  Music, released 
in 1965 still holds the position as 
one of  the best musicals ever 
made. Watch it today and you 
will be transported to Salzburg 
and if  you allow, it will gently 
draw the curtains of  your sad-
ness aside and fill your heart 
with joy and faith in human-

kind! There is a simplicity, a 
spirituality to the movie which 
enthralls you and it is gay, 
makes you laugh and hum! The 
songs will grow on you over the 
years…

Julie Andrews as Maria is 
simply phenomenal,  she is not 
conventionally beautiful but 
brings charm, verve, and 
strength,  to her role as the pos-
tulant at a convent, then the 
governess to the seven mother-
less children of  the Baron, and 
finally as the Baroness! 

Plummer fits into the role of  
the Baron perfectly and the chil-
dren are super cute as they try 
to scare their governess away 
and then fall in love with her, 
parading in identical clothes!

Based on the true story 
of  the Von Trapps, the movie 
gives us many glimpses – 
of  life in a convent, Life in 
Nazi-Austria, love and relation-
ships and more- all set to a 

musical mood! 
‘Confidence in me’ with a pep-

py Julie and the spectacular all-
time “Do-Re-Mi,” which is more 
than just a song – it is time-lapse 
with a captivating conclusion! 

‘These are a few of  my fa-
vorite things’ is doable togeth-
er while ‘Sixteen going on Sev-
enteen’ was my favorite song 
when … well... when I was Six-
teen going on Seventeen!! The 
yodeling number, “The Lonely 
Goatherd,”  is delightful as the 
puppet number and I love the 
charming roundelay “Good 
Night,” where the children 
chant their farewells for the 
evening and especially in the 
climax! The nuns singing 
‘what shall we do about Maria’ 
is cute! 

Watch it today to under-
stand that music is beyond 
language and borders and the 
human spirit cannot be caged 
and love knows no class…

ANITA HADA
anita.hada@firstindianews.com
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LEO
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

 Someone close may pay 
you a visit and brighten 
your day .You will get the 
opportunity to acquire new 

property at a good price. Health may 
become a concern. Think twice before 
investing in anything big. A healthy is 
likely to open up your mind to the 
possibilities in your fi eld at work.

LIBRA 
SEPT 24 - OCTOBER 22

 Praise of a family member 
will make you proud. 
Getting unwell due to 
changing weather cannot 

be ruled out. You may need to 
monitor your fi nances closely. You 
may win the day on the professional 
front by your original ideas. Keep 
options open on investment front.

ARIES
MAR 21 - APR 20

Joining an online exercise 
routine will prove 
benefi cial.  A new plot or 
apartment can be acquired 

by some.Be more assertive in dealing 
with workplace issues, otherwise you 
can be taken for granted by others.  
Those trying to boost income may 
fi gure out newer ways.  

SAGITTARIUS 
NOV 23 - DEC 22

You may fi nd it diffi cult to 
convince a family member 
regarding something you 
want to achieve.   Clarity of 

mind and retentive power will help you 
forge ahead on the academic front.  
Some of you can safely say goodbye to 
depression, as positivity enters your 
life once again.

GEMINI
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

It will be in your interest to 
speed up a fi nancial 
transaction. Positive steps 
should be taken to restore 

health. You will come out with fl ying 
colours in a competitive situation on 
the academic front. Appreciation for 
the work done on the professional 
front is in the pipeline for some.

AQUARIUS
JAN 21 - FEB 19

A new health routine may 
start giving health benefi ts 
right away. You gel well with 
a new acquaintance. 

Opportunities to further your career 
will come only if you make efforts. 
Self-discipline may help you achieve 
peak physical fi tness. Financial scene is 
likely to stabilise. 

TAURUS
APR 21 - MAY 20

Taking up a regular fi tness 
routine will help you get 
into shape. Your initiative 
will help mend fences with 

someone you were not in talking 
terms.  Academic pursuits will be 
fruitful. Increase in household 
expenditure is possible, so take all 
steps to cut it down.  

CAPRICORN
DEC 23 - JAN 20

Your performance may 
leave you feeling good 
today on professional or 
academic front. A diet plan 

adopted recently will suit your 
system well.  Maintain confi dentiality 
regarding a property deal being 
negotiated by you. A chance for an 
outing with lover fi nally arrives.

VIRGO
AUG 24 - SEP 23

Do not misunderstand the 
motives of someone trying 
to help you.  A friendly bet 
with a friend or a colleague 

may turn into a fi ght, so be careful. 
Will power, will be your key to remain 
in shape. An exciting time lies ahead 
as travelling with friends is foreseen. 
You are set to grow professionally. 

CANCER
JUNE 22 - JULY 23

Your efforts at work will be 
richly rewarded by getting 
noticed by those who 
matter. Getting quality time 

at home will help in focussing on 
activities that appeal to you. A 
balanced diet will be the fi rst step in 
achieving good health, so stick to it. 
Help people out as much as you can. 

PISCES
FEB20 - MARCH 20

Things may move 
favourably on the 
professional front.  Health 
may become a concern. 

You will need to muster all your 
persuasive powers to swing a deal in 
your favour. Good negotiating skills 
may bring a lucrative deal within your 
grasp on the professional front.

SCORPIO
OCT 23 - NOVEMBER 22

You may feel the home 
environment serene. There 
is a fair chance of some 
property getting allotted to 

you. Good opportunities are likely to 
appear on the academic front. Good 
health is assured through own 
efforts. A healthy bank balance will 
allow you to buy a major item.

YOUR 
DAY

Horoscope by 
Saurabbh Sachdeva

EF’s 2020 Global 
Gender Gap Index 
figures indicate that 
just 25% of  women 
formally engage in 
India’s labour mar-
ket, compared with 

82% of  men. This is one of  
the lowest workforce partici-
pation rates in the world for 
women, ranking India 145th 
out of  153 countries. Is it a 
coincidence?

In our country where near-
ly half  of  the population is 
female, the contribution of  
the female workforce in the 
total GDP is only 17 per cent 
which is one of  the lowest in 
the world. This is not satisfac-
tory as well.

Despite so many women 
empowerment programs, 
women leaders are rarely 
seen. Their number is far 
lesser than men. Today, wom-
en are educated and prefer 
financial independence, 
which is good for them, their 
families, and also for the 
growth and development of  
the whole nation. There is 
another side of  this story too. 
Working and going outside 
requires a lot of  sacrifice for 
a woman. Sometimes she has 
to leave her family and go to 
other places for establishing 
her career. It is very difficult 
for a woman to stay away 
from her family, leaving be-
hind all her duties and re-
sponsibilities, especially her 
children. Women are natural 
caregivers.

They aren’t involved in 
any competition with men 
for equal status in a patriar-
chal society. They need spe-
cial care and support. A 
woman is the foundation of  a 
family. If  she is disturbed 
then the whole family gets 
disturbed. A working woman 
rarely gets the full support of  
her family and this society. In 
such a case, she and her chil-
dren are worst affected. 
As per article 3 of  our consti-
tution - Children’s interests 
should be at the forefront 
of  all decisions that affect 
them in every situation. 
Children are the future of  
our country.

Women are not equal to 
men, they are much more 
than this baseless compari-
son. They are entrusted with 
a highly significant duty and 
powerful mission in life- 
motherhood. Men and wom-
en are genetically different. 

Not only genetically but they 
are different biologically, 
mentally, emotionally, physi-
ologically, and psychologi-
cally. Both genders are equal-
ly important and play a sig-
nificant role in the growth 
and development of  our so-
cial-economic structure. Of-
ten the needs of  women are 
underestimated and remain 
unfulfilled. If  a woman is in 
a positive state of  mind then 
only future generations will 
be healthier, physically, men-
tally, and emotionally. A 
woman is a foundation for 
the formulation of  sensible 
society. In our culture, we put 
mother as equivalent to God. 
If  we continue exploiting 
women, we are paving the 
path of  destruction, by mak-
ing the entire generation ab-
normal, unhealthy, and dys-
functional.

The policies and infra-
structure at present are not 
conducive for a woman to 
grow and perform her full 
potential. It’s a social mental-
ity of  underestimating the 
need of  women. They carry 
the burden of  being a woman 
in a harsh society where 
their needs are never consid-
ered important.

Policies in favour of  the 
working women should be 
formulated along with pro-
viding her adequate infra-
structure. We need this para-
digm shift towards women. 
Positive changes must be in-
troduced to improve the pre-
sent position of  women in 
our society. We can bring 
positive changes if  we are de-
termined for our progress 
and growth. Remember- A 
person with courage is a ma-
jority. This change is not 
about gender equality. This 
change is not about taking 
advantage of  being a woman. 
This change is not to chal-
lenge someone’s decision. 
This change is all about 
strengthening the roots of  a 
woman in society so that she 
can get what she deserves. A 
woman is the foundation of  a 
house. She makes innumer-
able sacrifices for the sake of  
her family and society. This 
change is all about minimiz-
ing her obstacles so that she 
can grow in her career as 
well as take care of  her fam-
ily and children.

The need is to understand 
women and provide them 
full support. Her family can 
support her with their un-
conditional love. Our society 
can support her by provid-
ing a healthy and unbiased 
atmosphere to grow and de-
velop. The government can 
support her by formulating 
women-centric policies and 
proper infrastructure for 
her to spread her wings and 
soar high.

W
ESHITA SINGH

MANAGER, STATE BANK OF INDIA



ix Senses Fort 
Barwara, which 
is known for its 
regal ambience, 
situated in Sawai 
Madhopur, Ra-
jasthan, is com-

pletely sold out around 
the dates of  Katrina Kaif  
and Vicky Kaushal’s ru-
moured wedding.

As per several re-
ports, Katrina and 
Vicky, fondly called Vi-
Kat by their fans, are set 
to tie the knot, probably 
at the royal property. The lavish 
wedding festivities are 
speculated to take 
place from Decem-
ber 7 to 9. The hotel 
seems to be com-
pletely sold out. 
This is particularly 
interesting given 
the dates are coin-
ciding with Katrina 
and Vicky’s ru-
moured marriage.

Their romance ru-
mours began after 
Katrina, in an episode 
of  ‘Koffee with Karan’, 
said that she would like 
to work with Vicky and 
they would look good to-
gether. On hearing this, 
Vicky was completely flat-
tered and made a gesture 
of  fainting. As per a lot of  
recent reports, the duo has 
asked the wedding guests to 
sign an NDA and not click 
any pictures of  the ceremony. 

—ANI

S

B
ollywood diva 
Nora Fatehi 
is all geared 
to set the 

stage on fire at 
VidCon Abu Dha-
bi, joining inter-
national sensa-
tions including sing-
er Nick Jonas and Ke-
hlani. Bringing her sass 
and style to the internation-
al event, the ‘Dilbar’ star will 
perform on some of  her most 
popular chartbusters. Earlier, 
representing Bollywood at the 
global level, Nora created his-
tory with her iconic perfor-
mance at the L’Olympia Bruno 
Coquatrix in Paris, presenting a 
fusion of  Arabic and Indian dance 
and singing performances. She is 
currently the only Bollywood celeb-
rity among Supercar Blonde, Ana-
sala family, Noor Stars, Sean Does-
magic and others to be attending the 
event. —Agency

F
ans are convinced that the 
newest baby mama in Hol-
lywood is Rihanna! The pop 
icon, singer, Fenty founder 

and actress recently made 
headlines when she received 
an honour from her home 
country Barbados; As the 
nation became republic 
this week, the singer was 
awarded the title--Nation-

al Hero, for the special 
occasion, Riri opted for 
a shiny yellow ochre 

evening gown which 
was well-fitting 
around the waistline 

but made space for 
what seemed to 

be a baby 
bump! 

While it is 
all purely 
speculation 
at this 
p o i n t , 
f a n s 
c o u l d n’ t 

resist get-
ting up 
close and 
personal to 
e x a m i n e 
w h e t h e r 
the bil-
lionaire is 
a c t u a l l y 
with child! 
If  claims 
are to be 
believed, 
the singer 

is current-
ly preg-
nant with 
her long-
time boy-
friend rap-

per A$AP 
R o c k y ’ s 
child. 

—Agency

Baby bells for 
Rihanna?

S
elena Gomez re-
cently slammed 
some TikTok 
users after they 

commented on the 
singer’s latest up-
load. Gomez recent-
ly shared a TikTok 
which showed her 
reaction to Dr. Dawn 
Bantel’s explana-

tion of  “heavy drink-
ing.” In the clip, the 
doctor explained, 

“The CDC defines 

heavy drinking as 15 or 
more drinks a week for 
men,” to which Gomez re-
plied with raised eyebrows 
and joked: “And 8 or more 
drinks per week for wom-
en.”

One  user on the video-
sharing platform did not 
find it so funny, comment-
ing, “So one of  your best 
friends gives you her kid-
ney and you continue to 
drink excessively. Damn 
Selena.” The Rare singer 

immediately shut down 
the commenter and 
said: “It was a joke 
a**.” After Sele-
na’s clarification, 
the user deleted 
their comment. 
Gomez re-
ceived a kid-
ney trans-
plant from 
her friend as 
she battled 
Lupus. 
  —Agency
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WEDDING 
RUMOURS

AARYA IS BACK!
CITY FIRST

A
fter emerg-
ing as one of  
the most 
g r i p p i n g 

thrillers from India 
with an Internation-
al Emmy nomination 
for best drama se-
ries, Aarya is set to 
hit the digital scene 
with Season 2. What makes it one of  the most an-
ticipated OTT series is that its trailer is rife with 
surprising twists. The key question its trailer 
raised is – ‘Can Aarya Sareen escape her past, or 
will her own family betray her, yet again?’ Disney+ 
Hotstar, Endemol Shine India and Ram Madhvani 
Films are ecstatic to offer Aarya Season 2, starring 
Sushmita Sen in the role of  an unwilling outlaw. 

Of love & joy...
B

ollywood actor Vineet Kumar Singh has 
married his long-time girlfriend Ruchiraa 
Gormaray in an intimate ceremony. The 
wedding date on the caption he shared on 

his Instagram account reads 29/11/2021. He shared 
some gorgeous pictures from his wedding and even 
shared a caption to thank people for their love and 
blessings. He wrote- “29/11/2021. Holding your 
hand I came so far. Feeling truly blessed to have 
you in my life! @ruchiraagormaray. Thank you 
everyone for your love and blessing.” Celebrities 
like Gulshan Devaiah, Aahana Kumra, Sobhita 
Dhulipala extended comments. Gulshan wrote- 
“Var Vadhu ko meri shubkaamnayein!! Happy 
married life”, Aahana stated- “Vineeetttt! Ruch!!!!!!! 
Congrats both of  you!!!”, and this is what Sobhita 
had to say- “This is so heartwarming to see..con-
gratulations you beautiful souls!” —Agency

Singer Adnan 
Sami with 
his wife Roya 
Faryabi and 
daughter were 
spotted in the 
Pink City on 
Wednesday. 
Actors Johnny 
Lever and Aly 
Goni have also 
been creating 
buzz in the town. 

—PHOTOS BY 
MUKESH 

KIRADOO

Selena slams trolls

STAR-STUDDED JAIPUR
Joining the 
Jo Bros
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Katrina Kaif

Vicky Kaushal

Selena Gomez Rihanna
Nora Fatehi

Ram Madhvani and Sushmita Sen

Vineet Kumar Singh & Ruchiraa Gormaray

Gajraj Rao’s IG story



Jaipur Boys team 
won the 65th  State 
Games Federation of 
India tournament after 
defeating Bikaner in 
a nail-biting finale 
held in Ajmer. The team comprised of Abhir Lila, Divyash 
Soni, Harshvardhan Singh, Arinjay Kuchhal and Aarya 
Sharma. The Jaipur Girls team were also the winners after 
defeating a team from Jodhpur. The team comprised of 
Jayshree, Samriddhi, Ritkriti and Geetika.
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

Joint General Secretary of Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh, Dattatreya 
Hosabale celebrated his birthday on 
Wednesday, December 1. City First 
wishes him all the best!

MEET AND GREET!

WEDDING BELLS

CONGRATULATIONS!

The grand Sangeet ceremony of Ram, son of Usha and Vishnu Narayan Chhabra and Manika, 
daughter of Indubala and Ramesh Narayan Kath was held at Hotel Imperial Plaza, Jodhpur 
on Tuesday. Ram is the brother of Supermodel Tripti Arora. Jagdeesh Chandra reached to 
bless the bride and groom and wished them a bright future ahead. The couple tied the knot 
on Wednesday at Hotel Imperial Plaza. 

Jagdeesh 
Chandra 
greeted 
Deeksha 
Gupta, founder 
and chairman 
of Flying 
Minds during 
a courtesy 
visit by the 
latter on 
Wednesday.

The Godh Bharai ceremony
of Shubham and Aastha was
held on Wednesday at Rang
Mahal, the Vijayran Palace.
Shubham is the son of Anjali
and KK Jain while Aastha
is the daughter of Rashmi
and Surendra Kumar Bakshi.
MLA Faridabad Neeraj 
Sharma also reached Jaipur 
to attend the wedding.

PAYING TRIBUTE

CELEBRATIONS!Raising awareness 
FOR AIDSn the occasion of  World 

AIDS Day on Wednesday, 
Minister Mamta Bhu-
pesh launched the AIDS 
Awareness poster to em-
power, strengthen and 
support HIV positive 

children and adults in the state 
on Wednesday. This was in-
formed by the President and Co-
Founder RAYS- Aasha ki ek 
Kiran, Captain Gurinder Virk. 
He further mentioned that on 
World AIDS Day, Minister Mamta 
Bhupesh applauded the work be-
ing done by RAYS-Aasha ki ek 
kiran for the HIV positive chil-
dren and for spreading aware-
ness. It is an initiative taken by 
RAYS, to create awareness, posi-
tivity and to eliminate discrimi-
nation, misinformation and igno-
rance about HIV.

 On this occasion, Mamta Bhu-
pesh shared that through this NGO, 
the lives of  HIV positive children are 
being touched and opportunities are 
introduced to help them grow. She 
said that it is a very good initiative 
that a purpose is being given to lives. 

RAYS – Asha ki ek kiran was es-
tablished in Jaipur on January 1, 
2010. The first home was started in 
July 2010 with the mission of  pro-
viding core education and better 
living to HIV+ children. The kids 
residing in RAYS homes are en-
gaged in varied activities including 
art and yoga. Some of  the kids are 
top scorers in academics and lead 
as normal a life as other children 
of  their age.

POORVI SINGHAL 
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
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—PHOTOS BY MUKESH KIRADOO

HAPPY B’DAY NEW COMMITTEE

CITY FIRST

T
he New Managing 
Committee of  
JITO Jaipur La-
dies Wing was ap-

pointed on Wednesday at Jai 
Mahal Palace, Jaipur. The 
oath taking ceremony was 
facilitated by Vimal Singhvi 
(Chairman-Jito Rajasthan 

Zone) and Jinendra Kumar 
Munot (Chairman-Jito 

Jaipur Chapter). Khush-
boo Bakliwal was ap-
pointed as Chairperson, 

Meghna Jain as Chief  Sec-
retary, Shikha Munot & Sa-
loni Jain as Vice Chairper-
son, Shruti Sethi as Treasur-
er, Neha Kasliwal & Renu 
Dhaddha as Secretary took 

the oath for their respective 
titles at JITO Jaipur Ladies 
Wing. On the occasion, the 
launch of  JITO’s coffee table 
book and a talk show was 
held with Sanjay Agarwal 
and Dr Jayshree Periwal. Vi-
kas Jain, Archit Bohra, Vivek 
Kala, Veenu Jain, Shruti 
Sethi among other guests 
were also present.

CITY FIRST

A
press meet was 
organised by 
the Federation 
of  Sweets 

and Namkeen Man-
ufacturers to ad-
dress the growing 
demand for modern 
sweets and namkeens 
for the state of  Ra-

jasthan on Wednesday 
at LMB Hotel, Jaipur. 

Virendra Jain, Fi-
roz H Naqvi among 
other committee 

members were pre-
sent during the meet. 
Suggestions were of-

fered to raise awareness 
against the hike in pric-
es as the wedding sea-
son is only going to give 
a boost to the manufac-
turers of  sweets and 
namkeens. 

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

Rise in prices

—
PHOTO BY NAIM

 KHAN

WEDDING SHENANIGANS
The wedding of MLA Suresh 
Tak’s son, Rahul Tak took 
place on Tuesday at Bhavar 
Singh Palace, Ajmer Road, 
Bagru. CM Ashok Gehlot 
graced the wedding and 
blessed the newlyweds. 
Ashok Patni, chairman 
of RK Marble, Dinbandhu 
Chaudhary, editor of Dainik 
Navjyoti and Bhanwar Singh 
Palada also reached to bless 
the couple as did many other 
dignitaries.

Kids in action

Mamta Bhupesh an Gurinder Virk with the kids displaying the AIDS Awareness posters

Kids displaying the poster made by them

Sukhlal Sahu, Kunal Jain, Firoz Naqvi, Virendra Jain, Ajay Agarwal and Altaf

The new committee among other dignitaries
Runa, Sanjay Agarwal, Dr Jayshree Periwal
and Khushboo Bakliwal

MLA Neeraj Sharma, RC Mishra and his wife

Aastha captured in a candid moment during her Godh Bharai

—PHOTOS BY NAIM KHAN

—
PHOTOS BY M

UKESH KIRADOO

Vasundhara Raje reached Rajendra Nagar in Vaishali 
Nagar to pay tribute to former MLA Rameshwar 
Murtikar and his wife, they both had lost their lives to 
Corona in 2020 and the family observed the ‘Barsi’ 
recently. Raje condoled the large family with many 
children and grandchildren who all still stay together.

Jagdeesh Chandra with Usha Arora, 
Vishnu Narayan Arora and Tripti Arora

Ram and Manika with Priya, Jiya, Swati and TriptiThe newlyweds, Ram and Manika




